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Dozens of  guests left the food booths, bands, and 
games stationed along Ellinwood Avenue during 

the Taste of  Des Plaines June 18 to grab a seat at the 
outdoor concert at the History Center.
 Guitarist Lee Murdock entertained the crowd with 
folk songs and stories about sea craft that have ridden  
the rough waters of  Lake Michigan.
 Murdock was warmly received, and the audience 
appreciated his performance. History Center executive 
director Shari Caine secured Murdock through a grant 
from the Illinois Humanities Road Scholars Speakers 
Bureau. He performed at the History Center as a Coffee 
Talk presenter last year.
 “Thanks to musical performers and historians like 
Lee Murdock, the rich history of  the music relating to 
the Great Lakes and the rivers of  Illinois is being pre-
served and made accessible to a wider audience,” Caine 
said. “We’re so glad he could join us during the Taste of  
Des Plaines.”

Kinder House concert during Taste
 

ON SALE NOW: 
You Will Like Des Plaines magnets and pins, $1

COMING SOON:
You Will Like Des Plaines T-shirts, $17 ($15 for members)



about a year ago,” said 
Quester Judy Otis, “and we 
saw that the maid’s room 
had track lighting. We knew 
that just wasn’t right for that 
period.” 
 The Daisy Daniels 
Questers returned home and 
decided to take corrective 
action. They partnered with 
the Socrates Rand Chapter because 
one of  its members is a part of  the 
Kinder family, raised some funds, 
and then applied for an Illinois 
State Questers Matching Grant. 
The Questers recently learned that 

the grant was awarded and 
shared the good news with 
the History Center.
   “We are excited to re-
ceive this grant from the 
Questers organization,” 
said Shari Caine, executive 
director of  the History 
Center. “We began resto-
ration work in the Kinder 
House more than 15 years 
ago, but it was never fully 
completed because we did 
not have enough funds.”
   According to Caine, this 
effort will help further the 
unfinished plans for the 
second floor, which include 
removing obviously mod-
ern wiring and light fixtures 
that were installed about 30 
years ago. The room will 
also be repainted.
   The Questers detailed 

the community significance 
of  the Kinder House on 
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The Des Plaines History Center 
is thrilled to receive funds for 

a restoration project at the Kinder 
House, the 1907 house museum 
located at 789 Pearson Street, which 
is adjacent to the Visitor Center.
 The process started in April 2015 
when a group of  women from the 
Daisy Daniels Questers based in 
Arlington Heights toured the histor-
ical home in Des Plaines. Questers 
are people interested in restoring and 
preserving historic places and often 
assist nonprofit organizations with 
such work.
 “We visited the Kinder House 

by Sue Fox McGovern

Questers to help 
restore maid’s room

their grant application in the fol-
lowing way: “The Queen Anne style 
house was constructed in 1907, as 
the home of  Des Plaines hardware 
merchant Benjamin F. Kinder. The 
woodwork and the hardware are 
original. Today it serves as a muse-
um. The first floor rooms feature 
1907 period furnishings from the 
parlor to the sitting room, dining 
room and the kitchen. The second 
floor contains five bedrooms, one of  
which was the maid’s quarters at the 
back of  the house. When the house 
became a museum in 1969, the 
maid’s room served as the museum’s 
office headquarters.”
 Caine expects work to begin soon 
and added, “The Questers do a great 
service by recognizing preserva-
tion needs and providing funds to 
preserve history in their communi-
ties. We thank them for making the 
Kinder House maid’s room one of  
their service projects.”
 The public is invited to tour the 
Kinder House Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 
am.-5 p.m. and Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 
After tours, visitors are welcome to 
view, “Des Plaines Architecture: An 
Exhibit about our Homes and City,” 
as well as the new Des Plaines Fire 
Department display. 

The track lighting will be removed from the maid’s room 
on the second floor of the Kinder House and replaced 
with a light fixture appropriate for the early 20th century. 



artifacts, classroom visits, house 
tours, and outdoor walking tours. 
You can stop in, ask questions, 
research your Des Plaines house, 
or seek information on other 
historical topics about Des Plaines. 
You can even participate in com-
munity-wide activities, such as the 

Community Photo 
Project that is now 
underway. And all 
of  you budding 
curators out there 
can participate in 
next year’s exhibit, 
“My Muse Des 
Plaines,” by sub-
mitting your topic 
ideas and helping 
to research and 
select objects 
relating to your 
topic and install 
the exhibit.
   It’s a relief  to 
see that the Illinois 

State Museum, which is a great 
public institution that was recent-
ly closed due to state budgeting 
issues, will reopen in July. If  you 
have never been there, I encourage 
you to go and show your support 
for museums. But don’t forget to 
come back to visit the Des Plaines 
History Center. Let your friends 
and neighbors know all about what 
we provide! If  you feel an im-
portant connection to the History 
Center, drop us a note in the mail, 
send an email, comment on our 
Facebook page, or stop in and say 
hello. We would be happy to hear 
from you!
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Director’s Message
by Shari Caine

Do you have a strong con-
nection to Des Plaines? Do 

you live, work, or own a business 
here? There are many ways in 
which we identify with our sense 
of  place, connection, and belong-
ing in a community. We want to 
let you know that you can find 
a connection and 
meaning through the 
Des Plaines History 
Center. 
   As your local mu-
seum, the History 
Center specializes in 
Des Plaines. Although 
there are many mu-
seums that are much 
larger and have a 
broader scope, the 
Des Plaines History 
Center provides a 
familiar setting that 
caters to you and your 
community, Des 
Plaines. This is your 
place for seeing historical objects, 
gaining history-focused knowledge 
with local relevance, making new 
friends, and participating in fun, 
family-friendly activities. 
 Museums have a distinct mission 
to preserve and educate. But many 
are far from home, and you may 
not be able to visit them often. 
One of  my early childhood field 
trips involved visiting the state mu-
seum in Springfield with my third 
grade class. My small hometown 
downstate didn’t have a museum, 
so this was a new and exciting 
opportunity for me. The building 
was large and institutional. It had 

high ceilings, shiny floors, dioramas, 
and gallery upon gallery of  exhibits. 
I was fascinated by the things I saw 
there, and I remember bumping my 
head loudly on the glass as I strained 
to get a better look at something in 
an exhibit case. My teacher thought 
I was getting into trouble and yelled 

at me, but that didn’t stop me from 
wanting to go to more museums! 
Eventually, I came to realize with 
great interest that people actually 
work in these places. In many larger 
museums, you don’t always get to  
see the people “behind the curtain” 
who make it all happen. But at the 
Des Plaines History Center, you can 
walk in, meet us, and talk to us in 
person.
 Here, you can explore education-
al opportunities in many ways—
through exhibits, public programs 
featuring historical topics, children’s 
activities, the arts, book discussions, 
hands-on history using reproduction 

Stop in the Des Plaines History Center sometime and have some fun with the staff! 
Left to right: Carmina Gonzalez, programs assistant; Philip Mohr, curator; Shari 
Caine, executive director; Sue Fox McGovern, publicity coordinator.  Photo by Stan Kotecki
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Remembering Des Plaines

As I recently was in town 
and viewed the current Des 

Plaines Fire Department exhibit at 
the History Center, I was reminded 
of  a walking field trip I made in 
about fourth grade. It was to the 
Des Plaines Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, which was then located in 
the City Hall at Ellinwood and Lee 
streets. As part of  the exhibit, the 
History Center has a photo of  the 
old City Hall showing the two fire 
truck doors that opened on to Lee 
Street. 
 As usual, we students walked 
hand in hand with a partner to the 
fire station. After viewing the fire 
trucks and equipment, we went up 
the long staircase located on the 

north wall to the second floor and 
viewed the small quarters available 
for the firemen. Because it was a 
volunteer department, I believe that 
only the fire chief  stayed there. The 
businessmen from the various stores 
were the fireman on call. They re-
sponded when the outside siren on 
the tower sounded. I don’t recall if  
there was a fireman’s pole, but if  so, 
we were not allowed to use it. 
 As we descended the inside stair-
case, we stopped so we could get a 
good look at the fire truck, and our 
guide turned on the truck’s siren. 
It made quite a loud sound in the 
enclosed garage. Clear as day, I recall 
looking up and seeing a classmate 
frightened to death, screaming just 

as loud as the truck’s siren!     
Send in or email your 300-word 

story about Des Plaines to 
contact@desplaineshistory.org.

by Thomas Baranski

Des Plaines constructed its first Village Hall 
in 1892 on the southeast corner of Ellinwood 
and Lee. It contained the stables for the Vol-
unteer Fire Department, organized in 1891.

After many long years without a reunion, the 
Baranski-Jefferson family members decided to visit 

Des Plaines and renew their family roots. All the fami-

Baranski-Jefferson family tours DP  
ly members are descendants of  Joseph Jefferson, who 
settled in Des Plaines in 1836. He homesteaded the 160 
acres and built the home where the Izaak Walton League 

is now on River Road south of  Oakton Street.  
    The first stop on the reunion tour was the 
Des Plaines History Center, where Shari Caine 
led the group through the Visitor Center and 
the Kinder House. Next was a tour of  the 
Town of  Maine Cemetery. Many of  the Jef-
fersons are buried there, including Frank and 
Jeannette Jefferson Baranski.  
    The group then lunched at the Izaak Walton 
Home, which was hosted by Tom Zyrkowski, 
the caretaker. Next was a visit to Maine East 
escorted by Mr. DiLegge. On Sunday the group 
attended the First Congregational Church, and 
Nancy Meyer, church historian, was their tour 
guide. The day ended with a “drive by” of  the 
McDonald’s Museum and a supper at the Silver 
Stallion restaurant. 

by Thomas Baranski

The Baranski-Jefferson family met in Des Plaines June 4. Left to right: Dan Pfister, 
Kevin Pfister, Todd Pfister, Carol Pfister, Ron Pfister, Ryan Pfister, Phyllis Baranski 
Pfister, Suzan Baranski Main, Scott Baranski, Tom Baranski, and Moree Baranski.



Curator’s Corner: My Muse
by Philip Mohr

Look at the root of  the word   
museum. It comes from the an-

cient Greek word meaning “place 
of  the Muses,” the goddesses who 
propagated the arts among mor-
tals. Modern uses of  the word muse 
allude to pondering, inspiration, or 
humor. You may have noticed it in 
amuse or amusement park, which have 
more to do with ephemeral plea-
sure than cultural enrichment. I am 
not one to preach against fun and 
humor, though.
 For the ancients, museums were 
institutions where knowledge and 
thinking were condensed into 
a single physical space, such as 
the library at Alexandria. In early 
modern times, museums were little 
more than reliquaries containing 
old stuff, some of  it of  dubious 
origin and veracity. Along came 
professional museum workers in 
the twentieth century, who made it 
their mission to curate collections, 
exhibits, and programs in a mean-
ingful way.
 Recently everything in museum-
dom has become increasingly inter-
active. Visitors expect to be doing 
something more than looking, and 
why not? We know that learning 
takes place in many ways. We have 
to facilitate effective learning how-
ever best suits our audiences.
 Several months ago, we pur-
chased some touch screens with 
grant money from Rivers Casino. 
Right now you can look at the 
architecture or fi re department ex-
hibits, walk up to one of  the touch 

screens, and click buttons for more 
photos and information. It is fantas-
tic for visitors to be able to explore 
information with the touch of  a 
fi nger, but it still is not participation.
 Every exhibit seeks to engage 
audiences and to promote discus-
sion among the community. I hope 
that people have found my exhibits 
interesting and engaging over the 
past few years. Our exhibit for 2017 
will leapfrog over several intermedi-
ate forms of  interaction and move 
straight into “community curation.” 
This means that we will involve 
several volunteers directly in the 
creation of  the exhibit.
 Perhaps there’s something that 
you fi nd interesting in history, some-

thing that could at least briefl y be 
your muse. If  you can think of  a 
topic, person, place, thing, way of  
life, group of  people, movement, 
or anything else that you fi nd 
inspirational, then there is room in 
this exhibit for your thoughts. I will 
work with you to perform research 
and pull material out of  our col-
lections to put on display. All you 
need is a willingness to explore and 
a bit of  free time to stop in and 
work with me. White gloves will be 
provided by the museum.
 We will continue to sign peo-
ple up through the end of  July. 
You can contact me by email at 
pmohr@desplaineshistory.org or 
call 847-391-5399.
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   Every day’s a good day when you curate happy little exhibits. 



Des Plaines History Center

Officers: Tom Christiansen, 
president; Mark Thompson, 
vice president; Elizabeth 
Makelim, treasurer; Agnes 
Laton, secretary.

Trustees: Rev. Dr. William G. 
Grice, III, Stan Kotecki, 
Karen Kozenczak, Rhonda 
Popko, Carol Shannon, 
Paulette Tabor, Kathy Vana, 
Ellen Yearwood.
Des Plaines Park District 
Liaison: Don Miletic. 
City of  Des Plaines Liaison: 
Alderman Mike Charewicz.

Staff: Shari Caine, executive 
director; Philip Mohr, curator; 
Sue Fox McGovern, publicity 
coordinator; Carmina 
Gonzalez, programs assistant.
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New exhibit at the History Center
A new exhibit that honors the Des Plaines Fire Department for its 
125 years of  service opened May 17 and will be on display through 
September. Listen to interviews with firefighters, view old photos, 
and try on a turnout coat! If  you haven’t already seen our local archi-
tecture display, come on in for a visit. Ask us about your house.

ONGOING:
Des Plaines Architecture: An 

Exhibits are free and open to the public.

Turn in your photo yet?
Have you pulled out your phone and taken a shot of  an interesting or funny 
building or structure in Des Plaines yet? Well, go ahead! Then submit it to 
desplainesmemory.org. We’d love to include your photo in our project “On 
the Street Where You Live, Work, and Play.” Images will be posted online 
and on a banner that will be on display at the History Center and elsewhere.



Thank You, Business Members 
and Recent Business Contributors!

The following businesses and organizations are 
current members of the Des Plaines History Center. 

We appreciate your support!
Accurate Auto Clinic

Anderson Lock Company
BDO USA, LLP

Choo Choo Restaurant
Community Consolidated School District 62

Condo Care, Inc.
Des Plaines Art Guild

Des Plaines Arts Council
Des Plaines Elks Lodge 1526

Des Plaines Garden Club
Edward Jones—Scott Seifert

First Congregational Church of Des Plaines
Frisbie Senior Center

G. L. Hills Funeral Home 
Hanlin Management, Inc.

Historic Methodist Camp Ground 
Horton Chiropractic, Ltd.

Illinois Association of the Swedenborg Church
J.B. Metal Works, Inc.

Maine Township Highway Department
Owl Hardwood Lumber Company

R. C. Wahl Jewelers
Scharm Floor Covering

Self Help Closet & Pantry
Solutions Networking Corporation
The Local Coffee, Tea & Sweets

Via Roma
Village Bank & Trust

Become a Business Member today! 
Call 847-391-5399.

Visit the Des Plaines History Center online at 
 www.desplaineshistory.org, and be sure to check our 
digitization project with the Des Plaines Public Library at 
www.desplainesmemory.org.

Like us on Facebook @desplaineshistory and follow us 
on Twitter @desplaineshist. You can also follow the 1830s 
diary of Augustus Conant on Twitter, @conant_tweets.
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Any little girls 
in your life? 

Handmade American Girl 
doll clothes available 

at our Gift Shop!
18” oufi ts for designer dolls

$9-$18 each

MISSION STATEMENT
The Des Plaines History Center

collects, preserves, and interprets the history
of Des Plaines and its people and provides access 

to those resources through exhibits, educational 
programs, and research facilities.

The Des Plaines History Center is supported 
by the City of Des Plaines, the Des Plaines Park 
District, its members, and other local business 

and community contributors.

The following comment is from a guest who 
toured the Kinder House during the Taste of  

Des Plaines June 18. We thought we’d share it with 
you!

“We took the tour (not our fi rst time) Saturday and 
Philip was absolutely marvelously informed about 
the house and family. Was so so so happy to see 
you’ve put in air conditioning! Please please advertise 
the a/c somewhere–in the paper or on the building 
itself  or on a sign outside. I was dreading going in 
again to the hot house but went in for my sister’s 
sake. Great work, Philip, donors and others!!”

Your comments are always welcome.

Kinder House is cool
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Drop in 
and sail 

into history!
We are open:

Tuesdays-Fridays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sundays, 1-4 p.m. Inscription: 
“Otto Beck 1st 
boat in Lake 
Opeka,” c. 1961. 


