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More than 40 kids and adults viewed 
Native American Sharon Hoog-

straten’s beautiful photography exhibit, 
“Dancing For My Tribe,” and learned 
about Potawatomi history and culture June 
17 at the first Afternoon Adventures pro-
gram of  the summer held at the History 
Center.
 “We had a terrific response,” said Shari 
Caine, History Center executive director. 
“It was a very good program for After-
noon Adventures.”
 Children covered the carpet and some 
settled in chairs as Hoogstraten presented 
a slide show featuring Potawatomi men, 
women, and children dressed in their 
colorful regalia. She said that each person 
carefully chooses every color and image 
represented in his or her outfit and aspires 
to live out the values imbued on the cloth. 
 The photographer turned into a pas-
sionate Native American advocate as she 
moved through her slide show. In an effort 
to help dispel stereotypes about widespread 
poverty and addiction on the reservation, she talked 
about the close ties that exist between family members 
and pointed out that many Potawatomis are engineers, 
academics, lawyers, and National Honor Society mem-
bers.
 Hoogstraten also likes to teach the current population 
of  the Great Lakes Region about who lived in this area 
before they did. Her exhibit includes the following: “For 
all the general information we think we have on Native 
American history, I have been amazed at how few peo-
ple know that here in Chicago we stand on the former 
Anishnaabe Empire! The Anishnaabe (People of  the 
Fire) include, broadly speaking, the Potawatomi, Ojibwe, 

Kids flock to Afternoon Adventures

Sharon Hoogstraten’s photography exhibit (top) was installed to support the first chil-
dren’s summer program at the History Center, which focused on Potawatomi culture. 
After she spoke to the guests, children created dream catchers to take home.

and Ottawa tribes which covered Michigan, Indiana, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, and nearby parts of  Canada. There 
are still seven federally recognized Potawatomi reser-
vations in the area: five in Michigan, the Forest County 
Potawatomi in Wisconsin, and the Walpole Island—First 
Nation, Canada. The Prairie Band Potawatomi in Kansas 
and the Citizen Potawatomi Nation in Shawnee, Okla-
homa, are the result of  the 1838 round-up and forced 
march of  Potawatomis from Illinois, Indiana, and Mich-
igan to Kansas (Trail of  Death) ordered by President 
Andrew Jackson.”
 After Hoogstraten’s presentation, History Center 
programs assistant Carmina Gonzalez led the children 
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into the craft portion of  the session, which was to 
design a dream catcher. She handed out paper rims and 
encouraged children to tap into their creative side. They 
decorated their project with bright colors, yarn, beads, 
and feathers.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Afternoon Adventures are designed for children, 
ages 5-12, with an adult. The fee is $3 per child, $2 

with a member. Upcoming programs include:
 • July 1: “Toys and More Toys” Participants will 
learn about the types of  toys children played with in the 
1900s and will paint and race their own wooden cars.
 • July 8: “1800s Photography” Kids will learn about 
what it was like to sit for a photo in the 1800s and re-
view some historical photos. Then they will add color to 
some black and white masterpieces.
 • July 15: “Stained Glass” Children will take a look 
at some of  Frank Lloyd Wright’s designs and hear about 
his contribution to the world of  stained glass. In addi-

Des Plaines resident Carmina 
Gonzalez joined the History 

Center as its new part-time programs 
assistant in April.
 “I’m happy to welcome Carmina as 
a new staff  member,” said Shari Caine, 
History Center executive director. 
“Her experience with teaching and 
her ability to engage with children and 
adults have already brought new ener-
gy to the programs. Carmina makes a 
great addition to our team!”
 Carmina Cortes was born and 
raised in sunny Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia. In 2007, she married Horacio 
Gonzalez, whose family owns El Mex-
ico Grocery Store in Des Plaines. She 
holds a degree from the School of  the 
Art Institute of  Chicago in fine arts.

As a visual artist, Gonzalez’s pas-
sion for her Mexican heritage drives 
her to create bright colorful pieces that 

tion, kids will create stained glass transparencies with 
glue and paint. 
 • July 22: “Campbell Soup Company” The Camp-
bell Soup Company was one of  the main employers for 
the farms in Des Plaines. In tribute to them, children 
will design Andy Warhol-inspired art. 
 • July 29: “Won’t You Be My Teddy Bear?” The 
teddy bear was inspired by one of  America’s most 
beloved presidents, Theodore Roosevelt. Kids will learn 
the story behind this iconic creature and make a bear. 
 • August 5: “Kinder House” Participants will tour 
the 1907 Kinder House and imagine living in a home 
that at the time was the most modern one in Des 
Plaines. Children will create a stereoscope viewer from a 
shoe box. 
 • August 12: “Ice Cream Social” The summer 
program will end with an ice cream social at the History 
Center. There is one catch! Children will make the ice 
cream from scratch.

remind her of  her childhood summers 
in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Most of  
her new pieces are mixed-media sur-
realism with a strong resemblance to 
20th century Mexican art. She strives 
to create a positive connection to the 
Latino community, and especially to 
her young Latino students. 

Her teaching experience has been 
in the fields of  special needs and art. 
She has worked for Los Angeles Uni-
fied School District, District 99 in Ci-
cero, Beverly Arts Center in Chicago, 
and St. Gall School in Chicago. While 
at the Beverly Arts Center, Gonzalez 
developed an early childhood pro-
gram that was introduced to schools 
throughout Chicago. 

She is executive producer and co-
host of  the award-winning show, Al 
Ritmo de Arte. It airs live Wednesday 
nights at 8 via www.radiovive.us. Pro-

gramming is dedicated to music, art, 
and poetry. The show is in Spanish. 

In 2012, she was the recipient of  
the award Mujer Destacada in the area 
of  the arts from the respected news-
paper La Raza. She is the founder of  
the Latina Art League.

Art teacher joins staff

New programs assistant Carmina Gonzalez 
created this year’s summer program for chil-
dren, which includes the crafts above. She is 
also responsible for scheduling Coffee Talk 
speakers.
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Director’s Message
by Shari Caine

Each year, the Des Plaines His-
tory Center reaches out to the 

community of  donors, members, 
and friends who have generously 
contributed throughout the years to 
help support the programs, exhib-
its, and other activities that provide 
opportunities to learn about history. 
While the History Center’s primary 
focus and mission is to preserve and 
educate the public about the history 
of  Des Plaines, our programs often 
take on topics of  broader interest so 
that we can reach a wider audience.
 Because 2015 marks the 70th 
anniversary of  the end of  World 
War II, the History Center’s pro-
grams have centered on that theme 
this year. While the topic of  war and 

related events depict a time in his-
tory rife with aggression, violence, 
fear, and tragic losses, they also 
depict a time when the human spirit 
triumphed over the terrible events 
and painful memories. While many 
suffered difficulties both during and 
after the war, many others went on 
to live full and productive lives. But 
for all of  them, their stories are a 
part of  the larger history.
 Through this year’s exhibit and 
the many Coffee Talks, book dis-
cussions, and children’s programs at 
the History Center, we continue to 
explore the topics of  the war peri-
od that so many people remember 
and many younger ones have yet to 
learn and understand. It is a great 
concern to the Greatest Generation 
and to those who have come after 

them that all of  this war history 
is not lost and forgotten. There is 
always something new to learn, even 
70 years later—and there is always 
a new generation who can benefit 
from that knowledge.
 To those of  you who donated to 
the History Center in the 2015 Joy 
of  History campaign a few months 
back, we thank you once again for 
your generosity and for recognizing 
that the Des Plaines History Center 
is uniquely positioned in the com-
munity to present these important 
historical themes and explore their 
many facets. For those who have 
already given in the 2015 Half  Year 
campaign, we thank you as well. It is 
through your generous support that 
the Des Plaines History Center can 
continue its work.

The Des Plaines History Center held its 48th annual 
meeting on May 13 at the West Park Field House. 

We’d like to thank the Des Plaines Park District for gen-
erously providing the space for the meeting. Twenty-three 
members attended the meeting, voted for trustee can-
didates, and heard about the History Center’s exhibits, 
programs, and activities over the past year.
 Current trustees Ellen Yearwood, Mark Thompson, and 
Agnes Laton were re-elected to their board positions. We’re 
happy to continue the next three years under their guid-

Many to thank at annual meeting
ance and leadership, and we welcome Paulette Tabor, who 
was also elected as a new trustee.
 We thank sponsors Anne Evans; Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam G. Grice, III; William and Anita Drezdzon; John and 
Marie Burke; Alice Chrostowski; John and Karen Jasion-
owski; and one anonymous sponsor. Their generosity and 
support is greatly appreciated. We also would like to thank 
the History Center’s publicity coordinator Sue Fox Mc-
Govern and volunteer Marie Burke for their help with the 
meeting.

Thank you for your service, Joe
Former Des Plaines police chief  Joe Kozenczak died in May, and the History Center 

would like to express its condolences to his family, especially to his wife, Karen, who 
serves on our board. When Kozenczak, who was the arresting officer in the serial killer 
John Wayne Gacy case in 1978, was selected as the History Center’s Coffee Talk speaker 
in July 2014, the phone at the History Center never stopped ringing. A second event was 
scheduled to accommodate the crowd. In addition, Joe and Karen attended  the History 
Center’s discussion of  their book, The Chicago Killer, last summer and provided back-
ground and insight into the case.

Joe Kozenczak at the History 
Center’s annual meeting in 
May 2014.
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Remembering Des Plaines
by Thomas Baranski

When Pearl Harbor was 
bombed forcing the U.S. 

to join World War II, our country 
was ill-prepared for war. Young 
men rushed to enlist, but there 
were few training camps, fewer 
rifles, and not enough uniforms 
to go around. 
 But more important was the 
fear of another air raid just like 
Pearl Harbor. All over the U.S., 
air raid wardens were recruited, 
given white helmets and CD 
armbands, and instructed how 

to require “blackout conditions” 
at night in the homes.
 Des Plaines was not ex-
empt, and I recall one summer 
day in 1942 there was to be a 
test air raid with a small air-
plane dropping colored crepe 
paper attached to a weight. 
Red was for an incendiary and 
other colors were for regular 
bombs. 
 John Tash and I started 
looking up and down the 
streets in our neighborhood 

and found a red one in front 
of the Meyer’s house at about 
1050 River Road. We proud-
ly asked my grandpa across 
the street to phone it in and 
then waited for some official to 
come around to see our dis-
covery. We waited and waited, 
but no one came around. I 
guess that was not part of the 
plan. I sure wish I had saved 
that “bomb.”
Send in or email your 250-word story 
to contact@desplaineshistory.org.

The Des Plaines History Center thanks the family of  
Ruth Blietz for having the vision to not only honor 

the memory of  their mother but to also help lay the 
groundwork for a much needed addition to the Histo-
ry Center’s archives with a substantial donation. Leslie 
Enders, the daughter of  Blietz, attended the annual 
meeting in May and presented the donation.
 At the meeting, History Center director Shari Caine 
introduced a plan currently in the works to establish 
a digital repository. The idea was proposed by curator 
Philip Mohr as a means to manage and coordinate the 
History Center’s large collection of  historical photos and 
archives, as well as make the images more accessible for 
research.
 Recently, the board of  trustees voted to create a 
digital repository fund, which will be dedicated to the 
establishment and implementation of  the repository–
including the purchase of  the necessary workstations 
and storage technology that would help get the project 
going. 
 The Blietz family donation is the first to be contribut-
ed to the fund and commemorates the many years that 

Blietz family
supports fund

Ruth Blietz worked as the research librarian of  the Des 
Plaines Historical Society.
 Mohr has also applied for a grant from the Illinois 
State Historical Records Archives Board that proposes 
to pay the costs of  hiring a scanning contractor for the 
2015-16 funding period. The History Center should hear 
soon whether the grant has been awarded.
 If  you are interested in making a contribution to the 
Digital Repository Fund, please contact the History 
Center at 847-391-5399 for more information.

History Center executive director Shari Caine (left) accepted a check 
from Leslie Enders, daughter of Ruth Blietz, at the annual meeting in 
May. Enders was thrilled to contribute to the History Center to honor 
her mother. Tom Christiansen, president of the History Center, is 
pictured on the right.



Curator’s Corner: Oh Joy!
by Philip Mohr

Many of  you remember the 
late Joy Matthiessen, former 

director at the Des Plaines Histo-
ry Center. You may not have been 
aware of  her work outside of  the 
Des Plaines community. She was 
a tireless advocate for the arts and 
humanities, which included a special 
dedication to the historical admin-
istration program at Eastern Illinois 
University. That program produced 
many professionals who have 
worked at the History Center as 
staff, contractors, or interns, includ-
ing Joy, Angela Whitmal, Joel Van 
Haaften, Shari Caine, Lynne Mickle 
Smaczny, Stephanie Chontos, Beth 
Lemke, Rex Nyquist, Dan Smaczny, 
Mike Sarna, Linda Norbit Suits, Sar-

ah DePuy, 
and me.
 

I know everyone who knew and 
loved Joy would appreciate knowing 
that her legacy continues at EIU. 
She was a founding member of  the 
Historical Administration Program 
Association (HAPA) for our alumni. 
It is more than a club; it is an organi-
zation for professional development 
as well as a fundraiser and mentor 
for the program and its students. Joy 
played a vital role in fundraising for 
scholarships, study trips, and equip-
ment for the classroom “laboratory.” 
 Joy’s fundraising was focused on 
the future of  the historical admin-
istration program and on the future 
of  museums and the history profes-
sion. She knew that a historian may 
study the past, but is truly dedicated 
to benefiting the present and future 
of  a community. 

 Building an endowment takes 
years of  dedication. Joy gave us that, 
and now we have her inspiration to 
continue working for future museum 
professionals.
 After Joy died, HAPA moved to 
name our scholarship in her mem-
ory. There was no contest. HAPA 
awards one Joy Matthiessen Memo-
rial Scholarship per academic year 
to an EIU historical administration 
student without funding for their 
coursework or internship. 
 As we remember Joy and her love 
of  history, the Des Plaines History 
and its members can appreciate the 
work being done in her memory by 
the organizations she supported. 
More information on the scholar-
ship and HAPA is available at www.
hapaeiu.org. 

The topic for the 2016 exhibit is the Des Plaines “built environment.” Major themes 
will include neighborhood development, household architecture, commercial and 

industrial architecture, and the changing landscape. 
 I decided to create an exhibit that focuses on Des Plaines neighborhoods and archi-
tecture because the majority of  research requests we receive from local residents pertain 
to their house or property. Several businesses also contact us about the history of  their 
buildings. 
 This will be a broad-spectrum look at the Des Plaines landscape over the past 200 
years. It is not so much a celebration of  the oldest buildings around or a memorial of  
old builds lost. Rather, it is an exploration, a continuum of  foundations, period of  ex-
pansion, and instances of  redevelopment.  –Philip Mohr

2016
exhibit
plans 
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Des Plaines History Center

Officers: Tom Christiansen, president; Rev. Dr. 
William G. Grice, III, vice president; Mark Thomp-
son, treasurer; Ellen Yearwood, secretary; Elizabeth 
Makelim, past president.

Trustees: Agnes Laton, Karen Kozenczak, Eliza-
beth Makelim, Arnold Miller, Carol Shannon,
Paulette Tabor. Des Plaines Park District Liai-
son: Don Miletic. City of  Des Plaines Liaison: 
Mike Charewicz.

Staff: Shari Caine, executive director; Philip Mohr, 
curator; Sue Fox McGovern, publicity coordinator; 
Carmina Gonzalez, programs assistant.
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Beauty and 
the Bennetts
by Kathy Vana

As a volunteer, one of  my jobs is to verify that items 
in our collections have accurate descriptions. My 

favorite area is the photo collection. One day I came 
across a picture of  three young women, the Bennett 
sisters, dated 1901.
 This jogged a memory of  my two sisters and me 
having our picture taken by a professional photographer 
and my mother rushing around fixing our hair, washing 
and ironing our dresses, and holding her breath while we 
tried to sit still. I still love our family picture.
 With this in mind, I went back and took a closer look 
at Hester (Hettie), Alice, and Grace Bennett, who were 
in their twenties in 1901. They look relaxed and serene 
as if  they spontaneously had their picture taken. But I 
wondered how much work really went into taking this 
photograph.
 I noticed how beautifully coiffed their hair looks in 
variations of  the fashionable upswept pompadour. By 
1902, Charles Gibson sketched his first Gibson Girl, 
the independent woman of  the time with the famous 
“Gibson Girl” hairdo that remained popular until after 
World War I. A woman used a hairpiece or “rat” and 
then wrapped her own hair over it to enhance the soft 
cloud effect framing her face. This broadened the width 
of  the pompadour and gave the illusion of  a tiny waist! 
 I wondered whether they washed their hair a few days 
before this photo was taken or just brushed it the night 
before and styled it that morning. At the time, women 
had very long hair and only washed it every few weeks. 
This may be the reason for the nightly ritual of  brushing 
one’s hair 100 strokes—to remove the daily coal smoke, 
road dust, and dandruff, while restoring shine with one’s 
own natural hair oil.
 I noticed their dresses had lots of  tucks, ruffles, and 
bows—not your average woman’s dress. Imagine wash-
ing, air drying, and ironing these detailed outfits. Be-
cause of  their economic position, a maid was probably 
employed to wash their personal laundry or it may have 
been sent to a trusted laundry. 
 The sisters probably had an afternoon appointment; 
after all, it would take the entire morning to style their 
long hair, dress in several layers of  clothing, and travel 
to the photography studio.  Or it’s possible the photog-

Hester, Alice, and Grace Bennett posed for this family photo in 1901. 
They were the daughters of Chester and Adelia Bennett, longtime 
Des Plaines residents. 

rapher came to their home, set up his equipment, and 
photographed them in the largest room, the parlor.
After all this preparation, it could be days or weeks be-
fore they were presented with finalized photographs.  
 Whew! This is a long process compared to the impul-
sive selfies taken today. A lot of  work went into creating 
this beautiful photograph, but little did the Bennett 
sisters know it’s still being enjoyed over 100 years later.  
 Today, when a friend or family member sends me a 
picture on my cell phone, I print my favorites—other-
wise that captured moment in time would disappear into 
a cloud and be forgotten forever. 



Thank You, Business Members!
The following businesses and organizations are 

current members of the Des Plaines History Center. 

We appreciate your support!

Accurate Auto Clinic
Anderson Lock Company

BDO USA, LLP
Choice Cut Landscaping, Inc.

Choo Choo Restaurant
Coldwell Banker, Juanita Soong

Community Consolidated School District 62
Des Plaines Elks Lodge 1526

Des Plaines Garden Club
Des Plaines Park District
Des Plaines Rotary Club

Michael Durbin, DDS, MS Orthodontist
Edward Jones—Scott Seifert

First Congregational Church of Des Plaines
Frisbie Senior Center

G. L. Hills Funeral Home 
Historic Methodist Camp Ground 

Horton Chiropractic, Ltd.
Illinois Association of the Swedenborg Church

Maine Township Highway Department
Our Lady of Hope Church, Rosemont

Owl Hardwood Lumber
R. C. Wahl Jewelers

The Local Coffee, Tea & Sweets
Village Bank & Trust

Become a Business Member today! 
Call 847-391-5399.

Visit the Des Plaines History Center online at 
 www.desplaineshistory.org, and be sure to check our 
digitization project with the Des Plaines Public Library at 
www.desplainesmemory.org.

Also see the Des Plaines History Center on Facebook and 
Twitter.  “Conant Tweets” is the online Twitter feed from 
Augustus Conant’s 1830s diary. Go to  http://twitter.
com/conant_tweets/, and follow @conant_tweets.
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There comes a time when individuals wish to 
extend financial support to organizations that 

best reflect their interests and their values. These 
gifts may be made as a bequest from an estate by 
transferring property or investments, or by assigning 
a life insurance policy that was just the right amount 
but now is no longer needed.  
 If  you are planning to update your estate or are 
changing your financial plans, the Des Plaines Histo-
ry Center sincerely invites you to consider making a 
gift that will provide ongoing support for today and 
for years to come.
 For further information about how to include the 
History Center in your estate or financial planning, 
please contact Shari Caine, executive director, at 
847-391-5399. Thank you for considering a lasting 
donation. As always, your financial support is deeply 
appreciated.
 P.S. Is it time to renew your History Center mem-
bership? If  you have questions about your member-
ship, please give us a call today!

Estate planning

MISSION STATEMENT
The Des Plaines History Center

collects, preserves, and interprets the history
of Des Plaines and its people and provides access 

to those resources through exhibits, educational 
programs, and research facilities.

The Des Plaines History Center is supported 
by the City of Des Plaines, the Des Plaines Park 
District, its members, and other local business 

and community contributors.

Shop at the History Center
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LOVE SUMMER!
We are open 

Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 
Stop in to view our 

World War II & Des Plaines exhibit 
and tour the Kinder House.

Right: Eugene Wasco (right) posed in 1962 
wearing his minor league Cubs uniform 
next to St. Louis Cardinals center fi elder 
Curt Flood. Wasco later worked as a coach, 
teacher, and principal at District 62's North 
Elementary School for 30 years. He died in 
2014 at the age of 84.


