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Have you had a chance to visit our new exhibit, 
“Des Plaines Architecture: An Exhibit about Our 

Homes and City,” which opened in February? If  not, 
you are invited to come take a look at a hollow log that 
once served as a section of  the first Des Plaines wa-
ter main installed in 1903, the Gothic church window 
removed from Immanuel Lutheran Church before the 
church was destroyed in 1956, and a birdhouse shaped 
like the Orchard Place train station. 
 “I created this exhibit because people are interested in 
why their homes and neighborhoods look the way they 
do,” said History Center curator Philip Mohr. “The built 
environment is the setting for our lives, and we should 
take time to appreciate our surroundings, buildings new 
and old.”
 As guests browse the exhibit, Mohr hopes they 
become familiar with the most common housing styles 
in the community and deepen their knowledge of  local 
architecture and history. 

Architecture exhibit builds interest 
 The exhibit includes three touch screens loaded with 
photos and facts that trace the development of  Des 
Plaines’ storefronts, churches, farmhouses, industry, 
housing styles, and the communities of  Riverview and 
Orchard Place. 
 In addition to Mohr’s exhibit, more than a dozen of  
local photographer Stan Kotecki’s photographs of  the 
Historic Methodist Camp Ground of  Des Plaines are 
now on display. 
 “I’ve lived in Des Plaines for eight years and have 
been fascinated by the architecture found at the Meth-
odist Camp Ground,” said Kotecki.“It’s unique from any 
other place I’ve known. My objective is to preserve the 
camp ground photographically in a way it’s never been 
done before. And I’ve done it seasonally.”
 The architecture exhibit will remain on display 
throughout the year. You are welcome to stop by Tues-
days-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Sundays, 1-4 p.m. Feel 
free to ask us about your house!

Curator Philip Mohr introduced his exhibit to a 
packed house at the History Center in February.



family and friends through the years. 
A table of  memorabilia displayed 
some of  Barbara’s favorite things, 
including items from the History 
Center.
 Terry’s daughter Eileen highlight-
ed Barbara’s love for the History 
Center in an email: “She so loved 
the Historical Society, and so loved 
volunteering there for many, many 
years. One of  the nicest gifts was 
when your director came to Lee 
Manor this past June and present-
ed her with a plaque honoring her 
volunteer work and a book on the 
history of  Des Plaines for her 84th 
birthday. She so LOVED these and 
read the book often, even had her 
oldest son read it to her next to her 
hospital bed when she couldn’t see 
well. Barb was born in Des Plaines, 
went to school there, graduated 
Maine East High School, and lived 
her whole life there. She never 
wanted to leave no matter how many 
times we offered her other states to 
live in.”
  In late December, we heard that 
Karen Jasionowski, wife of  past 
Trustee John Jasionowski, had also 
passed away. Karen, a retired teach-
er, is survived by her husband, John, 
and family. Both have been active 

2  cobweb  SpriNg 2016 

In December and January, I attend-
ed the memorial service and visi-

tation of  two wonderful and dedicat-
ed women who not only were loved 
and cared for by their families and 
friends but who also who gave their 
time and made many contributions 
to the Des Plaines History Center. 
 Barbara Loye Terry was a long-
time resident of  Des Plaines and 
volunteer of  the History Center in 
the 1990s and early 2000s. She as-
sisted the staff  in many ways, and I 
especially remember how she would 
come in regularly to make phone 
calls to other volunteers, asking them 
to work as docents or to help out at 
events, such as the ice cream so-
cials and other fundraisers. Barbara 
always seemed so cool and collected, 
but underneath that calm surface she 
had a wit that never failed to draw a 
few chuckles from everyone.
 Barbara is survived by many 
members of  the Terry family, who 
gathered to remember and celebrate 
her life on December 30. The Terry 
family held a Remembrance Mass 
at St. Zachary’s Church, which I 
attended along with History Center 
volunteer Sandy Johnson. It was 
followed by a “Celebration of  Life 
Irish Party” in her honor at the 
Friendship Park Conservatory. It 
was a pleasure meeting and talking 
with the family, especially daughters 
Eileen Terry and Lynne Hartnett. 
 The family set up easels and a 
slideshow showing Barbara and her 

by Shari Caine

We will miss 
you, Barbara 
and Karen

members and supporters of  the 
History Center for years. A visita-
tion was held January 1 at Oehler’s 
Funeral Home on Miner Street and 
the service was held on January 2.
 Karen was a strong advocate and 
fundraiser for the History Center 
and contributed in so many ways. 
Karen and John worked as a team, 
both involved in coordinating, 
participating in, or volunteering for 
many of  the History Center’s events, 
such as mini-golf  fundraisers at 
Mountain View Mine, tag-day fund-
raisers, Tales of  the River, and Fall 
Fest. 
 Karen was also a talented bak-
er, making pies for the Taste of  
Des Plaines events and cookies for 
holiday bake sales. And, when they 
were not traveling, Karen and John 
loved to attend other History Center 
events such as “Jazz It Up.” 
 We are so fortunate to have 
known and to have worked with 
both of  these women, who were so 
self-assured and generous with their 
time and support. I can say, without 
a doubt, that the History Center 
thrives on the dedication and many 
contributions made by members and 
volunteers like them. Thank you, 
Barbara and Karen.

Two special volunteers 
passed away recently. They 
are Barbara Terry (above) 
and Karen Jasionowski 
(right) with her husband, 
John, at “Jazz It Up” in 2014.



of  Historic Places in 2005, but it 
also complements the architecture 
exhibit by highlighting the distinc-
tive structures that can be found 
there, including the 19th century 
cottages, the tabernacle buildings, 
dining hall, and hotel. Stan’s photos 

will be on exhibit through 
mid-April.
   Also, we’d like to once 
again give special thanks to 
Rivers Casino for its grant 
to the History Center last 
year. The grant provided 
funds to buy our touch 
screens. Plans are under-
way for additional touch 
screens to be incorporat-
ed in upcoming displays, 
including an introductory 
history of  Des Plaines, an 
interpretive exhibit in the 
front alcove of  the Kinder 
House, and a temporary 
exhibit commemorating 
the 125th anniversary of  
the Des Plaines Fire De-
partment. 
    With additional funds 
from the same grant, we 
will also install new ped-
estal exhibit cases for the 
Fire Department exhibit. 
That show will open 
May 17 at the History 
Center.
   So, keep watching for 

more news and information on 
these and more great offerings on 
the horizon. I hope you’ll find mul-
tiple reasons to keep coming back 
to the History Center!
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Director’s Message
by Shari Caine

I f  you haven’t visited the Histo-
ry Center in a while, consider 

stopping in to take a look around. 
We have a lot of  new exhibits and 
programs taking place this year.
 On April 12, we will welcome 
the Des Plaines Chamber of  Com-
merce and local business-
es as we host a Business 
Networking After Hours 
event at the History Center. 
We are looking forward to 
this excellent opportuni-
ty to greet and share our 
knowledge of  Des Plaines 
history.
 With the new Des 
Plaines Architecture exhib-
it, there is much to see and 
learn about the architec-
tural past of  Des Plaines. 
Three new touch-screen 
interactive stations take 
you through an overview 
of  residential, commercial, 
and public buildings. Early 
maps and plats of  Des 
Plaines, structural blue-
prints, and other histori-
cal objects depicting Des 
Plaines’ structural past help 
tell the architectural story. 
If  you’d like to delve into 
the history of  where you 
live in Des Plaines, the 
exhibit is a good starting 
point for understanding 
the context and backdrop of  your 
home or neighborhood. To provide 
another facet of  this topic, the ex-
hibit’s curator Philip Mohr explores 
the idea of  a “sense of  place,” 

which factors so strongly into our 
personal connections to a communi-
ty and its architectural presence. The 
exhibit is open through December.
 In our new temporary exhibit 
area, Des Plaines photographer 
Stan Kotecki is showing a series 

of  his photos taken at the Histor-
ic Methodist Camp Ground. The 
photo exhibit not only captures the 
unique essence of  the site, which 
was placed on the National Register 

(above) Des Plaines History Center executive director Shari Caine 
joined a couple of masked History Center members (Marie Burke 
and Jack Branding) who were having some fun in our Dr. Seuss 
photo booth recently. 
(below)  History Center member Mary Thing shared her Thing 
collection with the children who attended our programs this month.
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Remembering Des Plaines

One day sometime in the mid 
to late 1930s, the strangest 

thing happened that I will never 
forget. One of  my playmates, Fred-
die Lessing, lived in the eastern 
most house on Campbell Avenue, 
so it was only a short walk down 
my alley (now mostly closed and 
deeded to the adjacent property 
owners) to his residence.  
 As I approached his house, there 
was a huge gray canvas cylinder 
about 5-6 feet high and 20 feet 
long in his driveway. I am not sure 
of  the size, but it was lying on its 
side and was way above my head. 
I could hear humming and hissing 
sounds coming from it. I did not 
walk anywhere near it as I made 
my way Freddie’s back door.  
 It turned out to be the bag of  

a huge vacuum clean-
er used to clean out 
furnaces and fireplac-
es. Such cleaning was 
what was going on that 
day. Most of  the local 
houses had coal fur-
naces; and because coal 
dust would settle in the 
homes’ pipes, some 
company had devised 
this contraption with 
the machinery inside 
the house and the bag 
lying on the ground outside. If  I 
had known anything about Martians 
landing on the earth, I sure would 
have thought that was how they got 
here! 
 I don’t know if  the furnace vacu-
um worked well or not, but I never 

saw another one anywhere. Does 
anyone else remember those huge 
vacuums? 

Send in or email your 300-word 
story about Des Plaines to 

contact@desplaineshistory.org.

by Thomas Baranski

Coal silos demonstrate the large need for coal in the area 
in the early to mid-20th century. 

Fire Department to celebrate 125th anniversary
(top left) Firefighters Ken Palenik, Sam Foster, and Greg Brown stopped by to talk with History 
Center intern Nathan Spero, a student from Maine West, who has been digging into our archives 
to research the City of Des Plaines Fire Department for an upcoming exhibit. 
(top right) A Des Plaines fire engine was parked at the old city hall building in 1950. 



Curator’s Corner: A Sense of  Place
by Philip Mohr

Our architecture theme in 2016 
is not just about buildings lost 

and Des Plaines’ oldest structures. 
The History Center does not exist 
to preserve every remnant of  the 
past. However, the reason we do 
history and work to preserve much 

of  the historic landscape is 
to promote a sense of  place 
in the Des Plaines commu-
nity. A “sense of  place” may 
seem abstract, academic, 
and not particularly useful. 
I disagree, and if  you take a 
minute to think about it, so will you.
 In January, I was getting some 
historic maps ready to hang on the 
wall for the exhibit, when one of  
our museum members, Mary Ellen 
McGuire, came into the museum. 

She is a resident of  the southern 
extremes of  the City of  Des Plaines, 
an area once called Orchard Place. 
Many of  you know Orchard Place 
Elementary School on Maple Street, 
south of  Touhy Avenue. Others are 
familiar with the O’Hare airport 

code ORD, 
short for the 
word “or-
chard.” These 
are both 
named after a 
small railroad 
town laid out 
in the 1890s, 
annexed by 
Des Plaines 
in 1956, and 
rent in twain 

by Interstate 90 soon thereafter. 
    I just happened to have the 
original advertisement plat and the 
annexation plat for Orchard Place 
spread out on the table when Mary 
Ellen came in. We spent about half  

an hour talking about the historic 
layout of  Orchard Place and her 
family’s place in that town. 
 If  you have a copy of  Images of  
America: Des Plaines (available in 
the History Center shop), then you 
may have seen photos of  Orchard 
Place people and buildings. On 
page 61, there is a photo of  people, 
including Mary Ellen’s father and 
grandparents, standing on Meadow 
Creek Bridge, which still exists on 
a section of  Orchard Place Road, 
north of  Higgins Road and south 
of  the Jane Addams Tollway. The 
bridge is blocked with concrete 
barriers, so don’t plan on driving 
over it.
 I can’t say exactly what phase 
the project will be in as you read 

this article, but the Or-
chard Place area is under 
redevelopment once again. 
Right now the plan is to 
put a hotel and a few other 
businesses at the corner 
of  Higgins and Mannheim 
roads. They will still need a 
bridge over Willow Creek, 
but the old Meadow Creek 
Bridge will not be able 
to safely handle modern 
traffic. Local photographer 
Stan Kotecki volunteered to 
document the bridge before 

anything happened, and you can 
see one of  the photos here.
    Not everyone will have the same 
connection to that bridge as Mary 
Ellen. Still, we all form a sense 
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(top) The Duntemann family and 
others pose on Meadow Creek 
Bridge in Orchard Place.  
(right) Orchard Place Road Bridge, 
aka Meadow Creek Bridge or 
Willow Creek Bridge, as it is today. 
Photo by Stan Kotecki, 2016.

(continued on page 6)
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(top left) Plato Academy students joined Thing 1 (Carmina Gonzalez, pro-
grams assistant at the History Center) to honor Dr. Seuss on his birthday. 
Theodor Seuss Geisel was born March 2, 1904, in Massachusetts!
(top right) Our book group meets every other month and attracts a crowd. 
(lower right) January’s Coffee Talk, “Potawatomi,” included life-size photos.

of  place with our locality just like 
her. It is more than familiarity with 
our surroundings; it is a feeling of  
belonging in an environment that 
includes buildings, people, and na-
ture. Think about a place where you 
have so many memories that you 
would feel personal loss if  it were 
razed from the landscape: a house, 
an apartment, a neighborhood, a 
restaurant, a coffee shop, a park, a 
church, anywhere. You have a sense 
of  place associated with that setting. 
It is a place you care about.
 The most important lesson we 

(continued from page 5) can learn from studying the history 
of  architecture is how to make plac-
es people care about. Think about 
how many places you have no partic-
ular connection with. You really 
cannot care about every single ranch 
house or park in your town. Now, 
think about the places that no one 
really cares about. Who cares about 
the parking lots surrounding a mall? 
Who cares about the back side of  a 
big box store? Who even really cares 
about a big box store as a place? The 
point of  historic preservation is to 
maintain a sense of  place against the 
impersonal encroachment of  these 
sorts of  things.

 When more and more places we 
don’t care about enter our landscape, 
the farther we have to go for every-
thing. Places like parking lots and flat 
supermarkets take up a lot of  space. 
This means we have to get in our 
cars and drive to get anything done, 
further disengaging us from our 
surroundings. This built-in apathy 
stealthily expands as more and more 
people need to travel farther and 
farther for everyday doings. If  we 
fill our towns with too many places 
people do not care about, then the 
people disengage from civic life. We 
become simple consumers as op-
posed to citizens.

P h o t o   f u n !



Thank You, Business Members 
and Recent Business Contributors!

The following businesses and organizations are 
current members of the Des Plaines History Center. 

We appreciate your support!
Accurate Auto Clinic

Anderson Lock Company
BDO USA, LLP

Choo Choo Restaurant
Community Consolidated School District 62

Condo Care, Inc.
Des Plaines Art Guild

Des Plaines Elks Lodge 1526
Des Plaines Garden Club

Edward Jones—Scott Seifert
First Congregational Church of Des Plaines

Frisbie Senior Center
G. L. Hills Funeral Home 

Hanlin Management, Inc.
Historic Methodist Camp Ground 

Horton Chiropractic, Ltd.
Illinois Association of the Swedenborg Church

J.B. Metal Works, Inc.
Maine Township Highway Department

Owl Hardwood Lumber Company
R. C. Wahl Jewelers

Self Help Closet & Pantry
The Local Coffee, Tea & Sweets

Village Bank & Trust

Become a Business Member today! 
Call 847-391-5399.

Visit the Des Plaines History Center online at 
 www.desplaineshistory.org, and be sure to check our 
digitization project with the Des Plaines Public Library at 
www.desplainesmemory.org.

Also like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.  
“Conant Tweets” is the online Twitter feed from Augustus 
Conant’s 1830s diary. Go to  http://twitter.com/conant_
tweets/, and follow @conant_tweets.
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Annual meeting 
set for May 11 

Exercise available at our Gift Shop!

MISSION STATEMENT
The Des Plaines History Center

collects, preserves, and interprets the history
of Des Plaines and its people and provides access 

to those resources through exhibits, educational 
programs, and research facilities.

The Des Plaines History Center is supported 
by the City of Des Plaines, the Des Plaines Park 
District, its members, and other local business 

and community contributors.

The annual meeting of  the Des Plaines His-
torical Society will take place Wednesday, 

May 11, at 6:30 p.m. at Prairie Lakes Community 
Center Theatre, 515 E. Thacker Street in Des 
Plaines.
 As the doors open, guests are welcome to 
socialize and enjoy refreshments. At 7 p.m., the 
meeting will begin with a welcome and intro-
duction, business items, a review of  the annual 
report, and the election of  trustees. Afterward, 
History Center curator Philip Mohr will present a  
program about Des Plaines history.
  The slate of  candidates for the Board of  Trust-
ees follows: Stan Kotecki, Rhonda Popko, Carol 
Shannon, and Kathy Vana.
 Please RSVP no later than Friday, May 6, by 
calling the History Center at 847-391-5399 or 
sending an email to contact@desplaineshistory.
org.
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Hop in your 
car or jump 

on your bike 
and drop

by!
We are open:

Tuesdays-Fridays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 

What’s a warm 
spring day 
without a visit to 
the park? Photo 
taken in Des 
Plaines Terrace 
in 1965.


