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Do you have a favorite Des Plaines topic that captures your 
interest?

Guest Curators Participate In 
“My Muse, Des Plaines”

Our curator Philip Mohr put that 
question to History Center 

members and volunteers, inviting 
them to come up with ideas for an 
exhibit. Several people stepped for-
ward and accepted the challenge.  
Kathy Vana, who curated “Then 
and Now,” describes each sec-
tion of the exhibit “My Muse, Des 

Plaines” in the article below. 
The others who curated sections 
within the exhibit include Denise 
Rodd, “Lustron Homes;” George 
and Nancy Magerl, “The Miner 
S-Curve;” and Rev. Dr. William 
G. Grice, III, “Ghost Stories.” The 
exhibit is open through December.

“My Muse, Des Plaines” 
consists of four subjects 
researched and curated by 
members of the community: 
 
“Then and Now” Have you ever 
looked at one of our old photos 
and wondered “Where was this 
picture taken?” or “What’s there 
now?”  Using touch screens you 
will first see historical photos, 
and then you will see the same 
locations as they appear today. 

“Ghost Stories” is the narrative 
of one family that traces its roots 
back to an early Des Plaines 
hotel owner from Germany, with 
a display of family photos and 
historical tidbits about the Meyer 
family. 
 
“The Miner S-Curve” gives 
the history of the railroads, 
why Northwest Highway 
has that curve, and what 
is planned for its future.

New Exhibits in March
by Kathy Vana

“Lustron Homes” tells the history 
of a type of post-WW II 
prefabricated house, the builder’s 
advertising pamphlet, its selling 
points, the available models, and 
more. 
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In collections as extensive as ours, 
there are always problems to 

solve such as collecting beyond 
storage capacity, or mistakenly 
accepting duplicate objects and 
pieces without clear provenance. 
 
In 2016, we decided to remove 
more than one hundred framed 
objects and empty frames from 
our holdings.  These items held 
little or no value for the mission 
of collecting, preserving, and 
interpreting the history of Des 

Plaines. Because our storage 
rooms are now better organized, 
I have been able to put together 
an exhibit titled “Images of the 
Kinder House” as part of our 
50th anniversary celebration. We 
possess many artistic renderings 
of our historic home. The Kinder 
House became the touchstone of 
Des Plaines history in the hands of 
the historical society. 
Local artists use it as inspiration for 
paintings and other works of art.
This is why I believe “Images of the 
Kinder House” also compliments 
the exhibit “My Muse, Des Plaines.”  
 
The Paintings of Joe Stanek” will be 
on display into May 2017. These 
also fit with the “My Muse, Des 
Plaines” theme, but in a different 
way. Stanek generally did not 
find subjects for his paintings in 
our local landscape. He mostly 
painted mountains and other 
scenes from his imagination. I 
find Stanek himself to be a muse 
and an example for current Des 
Plaines residents.  He worked 

in maintenance in the enamel 
works at Benjamin Electric but 
taught himself how to paint during 
his lunch breaks.  Through the 
enamel paintings in the museum 

collections, one can see how his 
skills progressed over the course of 
the 1930s.  
I look at them and think about 
the years it takes to develop any 
ability, and I take heart in the fact 
that adulthood does not bring an 
end to the maturing process.

art DisPLaYs 
FaCiLitateD BY 
“BeHinD-tHe-sCenes” 
WorK

curaTors’s corner

by Philip Mohr, curator

The History Center recently completed an 
inventory of all framed materials in its 
collections.

Intern Chris Liston completed the physical 
inventory a couple of years ago, and since 
then, as the Museum’s Curator, I have been 
straightening out issues that we discovered. An ink and watercolor rendering of the Kinder House designed by a local artist, R. Krist, 

unkown date.

Several pieces of art at the History Center depict the Kinder 
House. This one was painted by local artist Pat Franson in 
2000.

Several pieces of art at the History Center depict the Kinder 
House. This one was painted by local artist Pat Franson in 
2000.
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On a final note, 
a few days ago, 

I received an 
unexpected message 
stating that the Des 

Plaines History 
Center has been 

selected as 
one of the Daily 
Herald’s 2017 

Readers’ Choice 
top picks for Best 

Suburban Museum. 
So, for those of you 
out there who voted 

for the History 
Center, thank you! 

direcTor’s Message

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!

Get ready to mark your 
calendar! To kick off the 

anniversary celebration, the History 
Center held The Annual Holiday 
Open House on December 18.

Next, the History Center launched 
a poster contest for Des Plaines 
area children, kindergarten through 
high school. We are still in the 
process of receiving poster entries, 
but by the time you read this we 
will have already selected the 
prize-winning posters. 
Prizes in all categories are being 
awarded by Blick Art Supplies. 

We are looking forward to 
showing all the creative ideas the 
students have put into these posters! 
 
We recently held a Business 

Networking 
After Hours 
event in 
partnership with 
the Des Plaines 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
at the History 
Center. It was 
our second 
year in a row 
for hosting 
this event, 
and we were 
very happy 
with the great 
turnout from the 
local business 
community. 
 

Thank you to Lisa Forti who helped 
with another delicious selection 
of food to serve from Via Roma. 
We also thank the Des Plaines 
Chamber of Commerce for all the 
work they do to bring together 
businesses for these networking 
events.  
Our next event will be the annual 
meeting of the Des Plaines History 

Center on Wednesday, May 10, 
where we will have a special 
evening program to celebrate the 
50th anniversary. 
  

There will be much more 
happening at the History Center 
in the year ahead, so we hope 
you’ll have an opportunity to be 
involved in some of the festivities.

We are all very excited to announce the 50th anniversary of the Des Plaines History
Center! The first organizational meeting of the Des Plaines Historical Society took 
place in 1967. Since then, the organization has grown to include the Kinder House 
museum and a visitor center, with space for exhibits, programs, and archives.

by Shari Caine, Executive Director
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A 17-year-old Maine Township 
High School junior from Des Plaines 

named Doris Carlson became a 
rookie utility infielder for the Music 

Maids. A photo-feature article 
about Carlson appeared in the 

Chicago Tribune on July 10, 1949, 
wich stated that the age of her 

teammates averaged around 23.

To welcome the spring, we present a perennial favorite: baseball.  The History Center’s 
archives include numerous historical baseball team photographs from the Des 
Plaines area.

Over the years, the History 
Center has received many 

requests for information relating 
to local baseball history. Perhaps 
the most popular local ball club, 
judging by the number of requests 
received, is a woman’s softball 
team, the Music Maids.  
The team played in a ballpark 
called Admiral Stadium in Des 
Plaines from 1949-1951. In March 
1949, a man named Frank Darling 
purchased the team from Rudy 
Sanders. The Chicago Tribune 
reported that the team would 
“operate in Admiral stadium, a  
new ball park in Des Plaines, Ill.” 
By December 1951, however, 
the Tribune reported that Darling 
had sold Admiral field and was 

undecided about where the team 
would play in the future. 
In 2011, Pete Whitson, the 
grandson of Edwin J. Cook, a Des 
Plaines resident who died in 1978, 
donated his grandfather’s circa 
1950 Elk’s Club team uniform, first 
baseman’s glove, and softball to 
the History Center.  
Whitson wrote in an email that he 
believed the ball was “from the 
last game Ed played in.” Whitson 
wrote that the game was played 
on May 23, 1950, and said, 
“If memory serves me, it was 
an exhibition [game] against a 
women’s team, possibly the Music 
Maids.” The team had a history of 
playing other local men’s teams. In 
May 1949, the Maids played a 

The Music Maids and 
Admiral Stadium

by shari caine

A Des Plaines Baseball team at Northwestern Park, circa 1920’s or earlier. Identified players include, top row:  John Hildebrandt, Gniot (with pennant), 
unknown, unknown, unknown.  Front row team members are mostly unidentified. The player at the far right is identified as “Gudekunsdt.”  Bat boy: 
Mickey Norton.

Music Maids teams members: Left Teddy Hamilton, pitcher, circa 1950. Right, Pauline Crawley, outfield, circa 1950
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If you have any 
memories or 

photographs of the 
Music Maids or of 

Admiral stadium in Des 
Plaines, stop in or call 

the History Center. We’d 
like to hear from you!

preseason game against the Des 
Plaines V.F.W., according to the 
Chicago Tribune. 
Thomas Baranski, who grew up 
in Des Plaines and now lives in 
Memphis, recently sent us his 
memories of Admiral stadium. 

Tom’s letter reads: 
The ball park was located on 
north River Road just north of the 
CNW RR tracks opposite Lions 
Park, which also would be north of 
Pesche’s Market.  The left field ran 
alongside the railroad tracks and 

the right field parallel to River 
Road. 

It had open metal 
bleachers about 

6-8 rows high, at least on the 
railroad side, but I do not recall 
if there were some on the road 
side.  The park seemed to be 
fairly close to the road, so I do 
not recall where the auto parking 
was.  The team was in a girls’ fast 
pitch (underhand) league using a 
12-inch ball, and I would guess 
it played mostly Chicago area 

teams.  The best I recall was going 
there not more than two times, 
and we always sat on the left field 
side and watched to see if any 
foul balls would be hit over to the 
tracks, especially when a train was 
northbound.  The attendance was 
very small, like less than 100 at 
each game. 
In March 2014, the History Center 
posted an article about the Music 
Maids on its blog written by guest 
blogger Patrick Vonesh, in which 
Vonesh wrote, “the Music Maids 
were a team in the National Girls 
Baseball League (NGBL) which ran 
from 1944-1954.  

This story is especially important 
to Des Plaines history, as the team 
was based in town. According 
to the images, the team played 
at ‘Admiral Stadium which was 
near Pesche’s property on River 
Road’ (between Golf and Rand)
The NGBL is known as ‘Chicago’s 
Forgotten League’ and has piqued 
historical interest in recent years.” 

A Des Plaines Baseball team at Northwestern Park, circa 1920’s or earlier. Identified players include, top row:  John Hildebrandt, Gniot (with pennant), 
unknown, unknown, unknown.  Front row team members are mostly unidentified. The player at the far right is identified as “Gudekunsdt.”  Bat boy: 
Mickey Norton.

Des Plaines Reds baseball team, 1902. Identified players include, back row L to R: Dr. Pearson (first Des Plaines dentist); Gustav 
Mueller; Frank Slama; unknown; unknown; Al Fritz; unknown; Otto Fritz, David Gillespie (first owner of Suburban Times). Front 
row: Joseph Dearlove, Fred Thoma (substitute), and Matt Cracker.

Early 20th-century Des Plaines baseball  team and manager.

Vonesh also pointed blog readers 
toward the NGBL’s web site.  
A photograph of Music Maid team 
members appears on the web 
site, in which they are  sitting in 
a car in front of Admiral Stadium 
(http://www.nationalgirlsbase-
ballleague.com/stadiums). 
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Many of you read about the Digital 
Repository and digitization project 
in the last issue of the Cobweb. 
Here at the beginning of April, our 
contractor has scanned over 7,500 
photographs, and those files are 
stored on the museum computer 
network and backed up elsewhere. 
Anytime we need to use an 
image out of our collections, 
chances are it is at our fingertips.
 
Think of the Digital Repository as 
being stored in the same way 
as our physical archives. Every 
photo and scanned document 
is labeled and organized in this 
digital space. We are committed 
to the longevity of these digital 
files in the same way we are 
committed to the preservation 
of their physical counterparts.

The Digital Repository also provides 
a space to store “born digital” 
photographs, videos, and other 
digital media. This means that 
donors no longer need to print 
digital photos in order to donate 
them to the History Center. We 
can simply accept donations in 
their native form. We can also 
accept scans of photos and other 
media if a donor does not wish 
to part with the physical copy.
 
If you intend to create digital 
photos or scans for preservation 
in our Digital Repository, please 
contact museum staff before 
you begin. We can guide you 
on what we would accept into 
the collections and the best 
methods for creating preservation-
quality photos and scans.

Digital Repository 
Update Philip Mohr, curator

by philip Mohr
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SAVE  
THE  

DATE
 Ӱ Accurate Auto Clinic
 Ӱ BDO USA, LLP
 Ӱ Choo Choo Restaurant
 Ӱ Community Consolidated School  

 District 62
 Ӱ Des Plaines Art Guild
 Ӱ Des Plaines Arts Council
 Ӱ Des Plaines Garden Club
 Ӱ Des Plaines Ministerial Association
 Ӱ Edward Jones—Scott Seifert
 Ӱ First Congregational Church of  

 Des Plaines
 Ӱ Frisbie Senior Center
 Ӱ G.L. Hills Funeral Home
 Ӱ Hanlin Management, Inc.
 Ӱ Historic Methodist Camp Ground
 Ӱ Horton Chiropractic, Ltd.
 Ӱ Illinois Association of the Swedenborg  

 Church
 Ӱ J.B. Metal Works, Inc.
 Ӱ Owl Hardwood Lumber Company
 Ӱ R.C. Wahl Jewelers
 Ӱ Scharm Floor Covering
 Ӱ Solutions Networking Corporation
 Ӱ Via Roma
 Ӱ Village Bank & Trust
 Ӱ Poster Contest Sponsor: 

 Blick Art Supplies
 Ӱ Design: De La Paz Creative.

Call the History Center to find out more 
about memberships, sponsorships, and 

other ways you can help preserve 
Des Plaines history. 

847-391-5399

Thank You, Business Members and  
Recent Business Contributors

The following businesses and organizations 
support the Des Plaines History Center through 
Business Memberships and other contributions.

Annual Meeting  
Wednesday, May 10, 2017

at Prairie Lakes Community Center
Doors open at 6:30pm

MAY 

10

Open for the 
Taste of Des 

Plaines

JUNE 17 

Independence 
Day Parade

JULY 4

 
Afternoon 
Adventures 

begin

JUNE 21 

50th 
Anniversary 

Event

AUGUST 27

DES PLAINES HISTORY CENTER  
 
Officers:  
Tom Christiansen,  
president  
Mark Thompson,  
vice president  
Elizabeth Makelim, 
treasurer  
Agnes Laton,  
secretary 
Trustees:  
Rev. Dr. William G. Grice, III 
Libby Kinder-Edick 
Stan Kotecki 
Rhonda Popko 
Carol Shannon 
Kathy Vana 
Ellen Yearwood 
Des Plaines Park District Liaison:  
Don Miletic 
City of Des Plaines Liaison:  
Alderman Mike Charewicz 
Staff:  
Shari Caine,  
executive director 
Philip Mohr, 
curator 
Carmina Gonzalez, 
programs assistant
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COME IN FOR A VISIT!!

We Are open:
Tuesdays - Fridays,
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sundays, 1 - 4 p.m.

www.desplaineshistory.org

781 Pearson Street • Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-391-5399 • www.desplaineshistory.org


