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Once again our Country Fair Tent proved 
to be an informal and fun way to inter-

act with the community. Hundreds of  people 
passing by our tent at Fall Fest joined us at 
our craft table to make corn husk dolls, chat 
with various reenactors, participate in our an-
nual pie-eating contest, and view a brand-new 
mural that features buildings–new and old–in 
Des Plaines. 
 Fall Fest, which is sponsored by the Des 
Plaines Chamber of  Commerce, the History 
Center, and the Des Plaines Park District, 
offers entertainment and music as well as an 
opportunity for residents to learn about local 
organizations.

Country Fair Tent captivates crowd  
Left: Reenactors Sandy Johnson and her daughter, Suzan, demonstrate how to spin wool. Middle: Kids bury their faces in cherries and 
crust at the History Center’s pie-eating contest. The winner was Noah Ryken (in gray shirt with his head down, of course). Right: Josh 
Cantres won the adult pie-eating contest in a flash! Elizabeth Makelim also participated. Thanks to you all.

   As families approached the History 
Center’s tent, staff  and volunteers greeted 
the guests, answered questions about Des 
Plaines history, and shared information 
about upcoming programs.
   Many of  the families said they appreci-
ate the history lessons and crafts we offer 
for children and look forward to attending 
our Día de los Muertos/Day of  the Dead 
event Saturday, October 29, from 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. 
   A big thank you to everyone who 
worked with us and helped make the 
Country Fair Tent a place of  hospitality 
and learning! 

Girls, boys, and several adults 
created corn husk dolls at our 
Country Fair Tent at Fall Fest.



you have to do is look–usually up!
Look up at the face of  the white 
marble bank building at the cor-
ner of  Ellinwood and Lee streets 
and see if  you can make out the 
original name of  that bank. Walk a 
few doors down Lee Street, stand 
across the street from the branch 
post office, look up at the face of  
that building and you’ll see the metal 
rosettes that once anchored the mar-
quee for the old Echo movie theater. 
Walk through the post office and out 
the back door and see the three-sto-
ry cinder-block structure that 
housed the theater’s stage. Continue 
across to 650 Graceland Avenue and 
take a look at the inscription above 
the entrance to the pawn shop that 
stands there now–it was once our 
post office. Look across Webford 
Street at a later post office building, 
which is now the offices of  the Des 
Plaines Journal. Have you ever stood 
in the lobby of  the Journal building 
to admire the W.P.A.-era murals on 
the walls?
  I have always believed that, if  
there is one thing that knits the resi-
dents of  any municipality into a true 
community, it is a shared sense of  its 
history. We owe our very existence 
as a community to the confluence 
of  the Des Plaines River and the 
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It happened shortly after my wife 
and daughter and I had moved 

to Des Plaines, so the year may 
have been 1972. I was driving down 
Graceland Avenue and passed an old 
two-story red-brick house. It stands 
there still–next to Graham Hills’ 
funeral parlor. 
 Along the curb in front of  the 
house was a large rectangular stone 
block about one foot high and two 
feet long. I asked about it and was 
told that it was a stepping stone that 
had been used by elegant ladies in 
street-length dresses to step up into 
and down from their horse-drawn 
carriages in days past. 
 The stone was beginning to 
deteriorate then, and it wasn’t long 
before it had disappeared, but 
that artifact and its story served 
as my introduction to the history 
of  Des Plaines that was all around 
me. That old red brick house now 
bears a bronze plaque at the front 
door identifying it as “The Longley 
House,” built in 1911.
 As time went by, I came to rec-
ognize other vestiges of  old Des 
Plaines hiding in plain sight. Next 
to the railroad tracks, just west of  
downtown, was an old water tank 
where steam locomotives once 
stopped to fill their boilers.  
 And some of  those “artifacts” are 
still there today, just waiting for you 
to discover them for yourselves. All 

by John Burke

Old Des 
Plaines
hides in 
plain sight

coming of  the railroad in the 1850s. 
But our history is about more than 
just structures and landforms–it is 
ultimately about people–the people 
who had the courage and tenacity 
and faith and foresight to invest 
themselves in building and growing a 
community. And if  you have lived or 
worked in Des Plaines, whether for 
one year or for 50 years, you are part 
of  the history and the story of  this 
community.
 And who preserves and tells 
this story better than anyone? It 
is your own Des Plaines History 
Center. Within its walls are tens of  
thousands of  records and artifacts 
documenting the founding and the 
growth and development of  Des 
Plaines. Also within those walls are 
the knowledgeable people who make 
that history come alive with research 
services, exhibits, and programs for 
children as well as adults. If  you 
haven’t been there lately, do yourself  
a favor and stop by. 
 Also, walk next door and tour the 
Kinder House, built in 1907. Stop 
and close your eyes and imagine 
what it must have been like to live in 
that house–to sit on the front porch 
and wave to that elegant lady going 
by in her horse-drawn wagon en 
route to The Longley House. 

The historic Longley House on Graceland Avenue was built in 1911.



would like to see them.
 This experience has been a 
perfect example of  how the Histo-
ry Center can partner with others 
in the community to develop and 
install an exhibit that not only 
holds a great deal of  meaning to 
so many people but also presents a 
significant part of  our community’s 
past. It is also important to point 
out that it has been you–all of  the 
History Center members, donors, 
and supporters–who make exhibits 
like this possible! When you think 
of  the Fire Department anniver-
sary exhibit, please remember that 
you were a vital part of  its success. 
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Director’s Message
by Shari Caine

As we head toward the end of  
another year at the History 

Center, I’d like to say congratula-
tions once again to the Des Plaines 
Fire Department on its 125th 
anniversary. We’ve enjoyed the 
teamwork of  creating this exhibit, 
highlighting the bravery and history 
of  all the firefighters who have put 
in countless hours and put them-
selves at risk for the safety of  local 
residents. As the only history mu-
seum in town, we feel a sense of  
honor to provide this exhibit space 
in service to the community and to 
give a platform that acknowledges 
the contributions first responders 

have made to Des Plaines history. 
 The History Center staff  and I 
have enjoyed working with Chief  
Alan Wax, Battalion Chief  Ken 
Palenik, Lt. Greg Brown, and all the 
others from the department. It was 
exciting to see the completion of  the 
video interviews of  retired firefight-
ers Jim Albrecht, John Heavey, Larry 
Bethscheider, Peter Dyer, Rick Orn-
berg, Ron Eilken, and Tom Farinella, 
with the help of  our intern Nathan 
Spero last spring. Even though the 
exhibit will close at the end of  Sep-
tember, the interviews will become 
a part of  the archives of  the History 
Center and available to anyone who 

Left: Retired firefighter Rick Ornberg and his book are part of the Des Plaines Fire Department exhibit. Middle: Firefighter and Engineer 
Jim Utinans talked to the kids about fire safety. Right: Retired firefighter Larry Bethscheider showed his mom an old air pack last week.

Since organizing in 1967 and opening a history muse-
um in 1969, the Des Plaines History Center has been 

working to preserve the rich heritage of  Des Plaines. In 
addition to maintaining historical collections and exhibits, 
the History Center provides educational and entertaining 
programs for people of  all ages. Perhaps your life has 
been touched in positive, meaningful, and lasting ways, 
and now you want to continue and preserve all of  these 
resources today and for years to come. Or perhaps you 
wish to honor and memorialize your family name or the 

name of  a loved one. All of  this is possible with your Es-
tate Legacy Gift to the Des Plaines History Center. The 
Des Plaines History Center can be named as a beneficiary 
in your will and you can specify an outright gift of  cash, 
securities, real estate, or tangible personal property. If  
your estate is subject to the federal estate tax, a charitable 
bequest may save significant tax dollars. Preserve your 
legacy today by making an Estate Legacy Gift. Contact 
Shari Caine at 847-391-5399 or by email: 
scaine@desplaineshistory.org

Can you help us preserve our history?
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Remembering Des Plaines
Thinking about the good old 

days at Central School recent-
ly, I remembered a not-so-popular 
school day during the year. It was 
called “Shots Day.”
 Going back to ’46, I recalled my 
fourth grade class. The teacher was 
Ms. Doherty; the principal was Mr. 
Gil Rudiger.
 The shots were administered in 
Ms. Calder’s Music Room, which 
was a tad bigger than our class-
room. We students, about 36 or 
so of  us, lined up behind THE 
CHAIR, where one at a time, you 
were shot.
 I recall sitting and awaiting the 
stab. All of  the classmates would 
eye you. You certainly had better 
not cry, scream, holler, or flinch 
because the teasing from your 
“friends” would be unending. You 
Chicken . . . 
 The local stabber was none oth-
er than Dr. Purvis, who was long 
retired from practice. His fee was 
probably much lower than the oth-
er working doctors in town at that 
time. I’m sure the school board 
was elated at his price, figuring 
there were over 300 kids to shoot 
that day. 
 I do recall, when my turn came 
up, I never looked at the doctor, 
for he had a bit of  the shakes. 
Luckily he hit my upper arm rather 
than getting me “in the neck.” 
Now that I have hit the Big 80, I 
know what the shakes are.
 I still recall being at home when 

my sister Phyllis came down with 
the mumps. Dr. Fullbriggie (who 
made house calls back then) locked 
me, my mom, and my older brothers 
Art and Gene up in the house for 
two days. What a big shocker for 
my poor Dad! When he came home 
from work from the Poyer Nash 
Dealer in town, he was met at the 
front door of  the house with a skull 

and crossbones and a sign saying 
DO NOT ENTER. 
 So for the next two days, he had 
to sleep over at Grandma Poyer’s 
farmhouse on Miner Street next 
to Rand Park, which Oehlers now 
occupies. 
 If  my memory still works, here 
is a list of  the witnesses who lived 
through Shot Day at Central School 
that day: Dick Clavey, Ronnie Kuhn, 
Billy Olson, Ralph Renner, Dick 

by Larry Poyer

Central School as it looked in the early 1940s. It was torn down in the early ’60s. 

Sporleder, Ron Massi, Jim Eyre, 
John Prellberg, Leo Driscoll, Bob 
Pagel, Steve Boland, Louie Gapinski, 
Roger Corby, Eddie Doemland, Bob 
Goodspeed, Gene Stockton, Bob 
Gustafson, Dick Steininger, Tom 
Sanderson, Barbara Walker, Barbara 
Eastham, Peggy Hopp, Grace Blix, 
Janet Frey, Carol Campbell, Carolyn 
Coxe, Arlene Lange, Joyce Borken-

hagen, Barbara Bingamin, Joan Pet-
zoldt, Diane Burnside, Judy Zoellick, 
Gail Loomis, Betty McCarthy, and 
Beverly Held.

Send in or email your 300-word 
story about Des Plaines to 

contact@desplaineshistory.org.



Curator’s Corner: You Will Like DP
by Philip Mohr

For those of  you who haven’t 
noticed yet, the History Center 

has picked up the old Des Plaines 
tag line: “You Will Like Des 
Plaines.” This was a motto used by 
organizations to boost Des Plaines 
as a place to live and work. 
 Robert Risser had the idea for 
the slogan in the 1910s. Jack Eaton 
wrote a poem containing reasons 
people would like Des Plaines. Sav-
ena Ahbe adapted that poem to the 
music of  a hymn. The Lions Club 
printed a folio in 1924 that includes 
the song, a list of  50 reasons you 
will like Des Plaines, various illus-
trations, and the “You Will Like 
Des Plaines” seal.
 Just as the recent debate over 
our modern motto boiled, I started 

working on an hourlong presen-
tation outlining the history of  
Des Plaines. Shari and I had been 
looking for inspiration for Histo-
ry Center merchandise ever since 
I arrived three years ago. 
 This logo that I started to 
use in drafting my presentation 
turned out to be the obvious 
choice as a title for my presen-
tation as well as for a branding 
campaign at the museum. It is 
the backdrop for the upcoming 
permanent installation on Des 
Plaines history. You may have 
also seen a silly photo of  me mod-
eling the T-shirt with this logo on 
Facebook and Twitter, causing you 
to question why I get paid. The 
T-shirts are available from our store 
for $17 ($15 for members). They 
make great gifts for birthdays and 
holidays! 
 My “You Will Like Des Plaines” 
presentation premiered at the His-
tory Center’s annual meeting in May 
this year. Since then, I have given the 
talk at the Veterans Roundtable, two 
retirement communities, and four 
times at the History Center. You 
may view it on the city’s TV station 
for free, though I have to say that 
was my worst performance.
 It’s much more fun live–for me 
and the audience. I enjoy talking 
with everyone before and after the 
program because that’s our chance 
to get to know one another. Many 
people share stories with the whole 
group that augment the content of  
my slideshow. Others have ques-

tions on topics that I chose not to 
include due to time constraints. 
 Sometimes what I talk about just 
jogs someone’s memory, and they 
thank me for bringing it up. This 
is a great way to fulfi ll our vision 
statement: “To create a great future 
by inspiring and connecting people 
to the history of  Des Plaines and 
to the world through an under-
standing of  heritage, traditions, 
culture, and community.”
 To book me and my traveling 
slideshow, call 847-391-5399 or 
email me at pmohr@desplaineshis-
tory.org. The regular charge is $100.
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Stop in and grab a T-shirt for yourself or 
friend. Sales support the History Center.

Our curator loves Des Plaines! Give him a call.



Des Plaines History Center

Officers: Tom Christiansen, 
president; Mark Thompson, 
vice president; Elizabeth 
Makelim, treasurer; Agnes 
Laton, secretary.

Trustees: Rev. Dr. William G. 
Grice, III, Stan Kotecki, 
Karen Kozenczak, Rhonda 
Popko, Carol Shannon, 
Kathy Vana, Ellen Yearwood.
Des Plaines Park District 
Liaison: Don Miletic. 
City of  Des Plaines Liaison: 
Alderman Mike Charewicz.

Staff: Shari Caine, executive 
director; Philip Mohr, curator; 
Sue Fox McGovern, publicity 
coordinator; Carmina 
Gonzalez, programs assistant.
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Our research services span the seas

I t’s not often that the History Center receives a re-
search request from Europe, and the family crosses 

the ocean to visit us!  
 Rosemary Duffy contacted the History Center from 
Ardboe, County Tyrone in Northern Ireland, and re-
quested information about her uncle Frank Mallaghan. 
She told us he left Ireland at the age of  17 in 1952, 
served in the U.S. Army in Korea from February 1955 
until February 1958, settled in Des Plaines, and worked 
for the Fifles family as a bartender at the Cypress Bar 
(now Miner Street Tavern). The family lost track of  him 
in the 1970s until they were notified of  his sudden death 
in 1981.  
 Little did Frank know that his niece and nephew 

by Kathy Vana

Left:  Rosemary 
Duffy, Kathy 
Vana, Eleanor 
and Francie Mal-
laghan. 

Bottom: Frank 
Mallaghan’s fam-
ily appreciated 
seeing the Histo-
ry Center’s photo 
of the Ellinwood 
Hotel and other 
photos in our 
archives. The 
photos helped 
piece together 
the life of their 
long-lost uncle.

would break the record for farthest-traveled visitors to 
the History Center! After several emails back and forth, 
Rosemary and her brother Francie Mallaghan came to 
visit in August.   
 During our research, we found that Frank lived at the 
Ellinwood Hotel, 1511 Ellinwood Street, above Rafetto’s 
Model Market. That area is now the Des Plaines Public 
Library. In our archives, we discovered photos of  the 
hotel (see below). We also pulled out photos of  down-
town Des Plaines as it looked during the 1950s-1970s 
to give the family a feel for Des Plaines during that time 
period. The family retraced their uncle’s life around Des 
Plaines. They stopped at the Sugar Bowl Restaurant and 
Miner Street Tavern and paid their respects at his grave 
at All Saints Cemetery on River Road.  
 While the family visited us, we enjoyed answering 
questions about Des Plaines history while they described 
life in the rural area of  County Tyrone and the beautiful 
waters of  Louch Neagh.   
 Frank’s family learned more about Des Plaines by 
touring our current architecture and fire department 
exhibits. They also purchased a few Des Plaines items 
from our gift shop and left with a scanned CD of  their 
favorite photo 
of  the Ellinwood 
Street area where 
their beloved uncle 
lived. 



Thank You, Business Members 
and Recent Business Contributors!

The following businesses and organizations are 
current members of the Des Plaines History Center. 

We appreciate your support!
Accurate Auto Clinic

Anderson Lock Company
BDO USA, LLP

Choo Choo Restaurant
Community Consolidated School District 62

Condo Care, Inc.
Des Plaines Art Guild

Des Plaines Arts Council
Des Plaines Elks Lodge 1526

Des Plaines Garden Club
Des Plaines Park District

Edward Jones—Scott Seifert
First Congregational Church of Des Plaines

Frisbie Senior Center
G.L. Hills Funeral Home 

Hanlin Management, Inc.
Historic Methodist Camp Ground 

Horton Chiropractic, Ltd.
Illinois Association of the Swedenborg Church

J.B. Metal Works, Inc.
Owl Hardwood Lumber Company

R.C. Wahl Jewelers
Scharm Floor Covering

Self Help Closet & Pantry
Solutions Networking Corporation

Via Roma
Village Bank & Trust

Become a Business Member today! 
Call 847-391-5399.

Visit the Des Plaines History Center online at 
 www.desplaineshistory.org, and be sure to check our 
digitization project with the Des Plaines Public Library at 
www.desplainesmemory.org.

Like us on Facebook @desplaineshistory and follow us 
on Twitter @desplaineshist. You can also follow the 1830s 
diary of Augustus Conant on Twitter, @conant_tweets.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Des Plaines History Center

collects, preserves, and interprets the history
of Des Plaines and its people and provides access 
to those resources through exhibits, educational 

programs, and research facilities.

The Des Plaines History Center is supported 
by the City of Des Plaines, the Des Plaines Park 
District, its members, and other local business 

and community contributors.

Des Plaines Throw Blanket
Limited supply. $25 each

The Des Plaines History Center will 
be celebrating its 50th Anniversary 

throughout the year 2017. Activities, 
exhibits, and events are being planned 
throughout the year. Volunteers will be 
needed. Please read the next programs 

fl yer and Winter Cobweb for more 
information, or stop by the History 
Center to speak with Shari Caine. 

We need your help!

History Center to turn 50 
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Fall
into history!

We are open:
Tuesdays-Fridays, 

10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 

Former resident Ken Beck 
and family often went 

camping, cycling, canoeing, 
and hunting in the 1980s. 


