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We are so thankful to everyone who was a part of  
the History Center’s Country Fair Tent at Fall 

Fest September 19-20 at Lake Park in Des Plaines. Doz-
ens of  children claimed spots at our craft table during 
the two-day event, and volunteers and staff  walked them 
through the process of  making corn husk dolls and race 
cars. Kids also had the opportunity to dress up in our 
whimsical props and have their pictures taken in the 
History Center’s homemade photo booth. The photos 
can be viewed by visiting our Facebook page.
 We also are so grateful for the various reenactors, 
such as a European fur trader, spinner of  wool, and old-
time surgeon, who attended the event and 
engaged a curious public. They shared their 
expertise and information and answered 
questions all day long.
 In addition, we thank our talented 
crafters who assisted the numerous guests 
browsing and buying unique handmade 

Country Fair Tent bustling at fest

A steady stream of families and children visited the 
History Center’s Country Fair Tent during this year’s 
Fall Fest. Kids and adults competed in the annual 
pie-eating contest, made corn husk dolls and race 
cars at the craft table, learned history from 
reenactors, viewed an exhibit, and bought items in 
the Gift Shop. 

items on display from the History Center Gift Shop. 
Your smiles and tireless efforts are appreciated!
 Our annual pie-eating contest Saturday afternoon 
attracted many cheerful faces. Children donned large 
plastic bibs, folded their hands behind themselves, and 
plunged forward to consume a delicious slice of  cherry 
pie as fast as they could. The adults’ pie-eating contest 
followed. A big thank you to everyone who participated 
in this tasty competition.
 We enjoyed connecting with the public, sharing infor-
mation about what the History Center has to offer, and 
inviting each person to attend a program or event. 
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You are invited to compete in the History Center’s  
first-ever Día de los Muertos altar competition Satur-

day, October 24, on the grounds of  the Kinder House. 
Altars, or ofrendas, are an essential part of  the Mexican 
celebration Día de los Muertos or Day of  the Dead.
 Ofrendas are collections of  specific objects displayed 
on a table to honor an individual who has died. Appli-
cations are available at the History Center and at www.
desplaineshistory.org. Submission deadline is October 
13. Only 12 applications will be accepted since space is 
limited. Rules and more information are included on the 
application. There is no entry fee for this contest.
 The altars will be displayed outside under a tent, and 
three finalists and one “public vote” winner will be 
announced at 4 p.m. on the day of  the event. The win-
ning altar will be on exhibit at the History Center from 
October 24-November 3. The History Center thanks the 
following event sponsors: State Farm Agent John 
Villegas, Forever Yogurt Des Plaines, Tap House Grill, 
Law Office of  Jory Chelin, and Restaurant Mexico.
 In addition to viewing the altars on October 24, 

children can paint sugar skulls and roll pumpkins down 
a large ramp. Give us a call at 847-391-5399 if  you have 
any questions. 

Día de los Muertos altar contest set

 Last year this ofrenda, created by Carmina Gonzalez, programs 
assistant, was part of the History Center’s annual Día de los 
Muertos/Day of the Dead event.

 So much fun at our ice cream social!
Almost 40 children and 30 adults attended our ice 

cream social, which was the final Afternoon Ad-
ventures program for families this summer. The event 
took place August 12 under the shade of  the large oak 
tree behind the Kinder House. 
 The kids made some tasty homemade ice cream, 
played some games, and posed in our photo booth. 
Earlier in the summer, families gathered at the Histo-
ry Center every Wednesday afternoon to learn some 

history and make a craft, such as a dream catcher, sock 
monster, race car, and stained glass transparency.
 Help us spread the word about our upcoming After 
School Adventures program. Kids, ages 5-12, are invited 
to join us Tuesday, October 6, from 3-5 p.m. for 
“Rosie the Riveter.” The program will explain how 
women worked in factories during World War II, and 
kids will make airplanes using Popsicle sticks in honor 
of  these amazing ladies.
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Director’s Message
by Shari Caine

It is an incredible time to be a part 
of  the Des Plaines History Cen-

ter. There is so much going on, so 
many great activities, that we hardly 
have time to take a break before the 
next event or program.
 This summer, we were reinvig-
orated with children returning for 
Afternoon Adventures. Attendance 
for the summer program was 234, 
including the children and their fam-
ilies. Programs Assistant Carmina 
Gonzalez came up with some fun 
creative projects to coincide with 
learning about different historical 
topics each week. 
 With the constant work of  
Publicity Coordinator Sue Fox 
McGovern, the word on these 
programs went out through all 
of  our media contacts in the 
community. Each time a photo 
of  someone’s child at the History 
Center appeared in one of  the 
newspapers, Sue would send an 
email to the family to let them 
know. Facebook has proven to be 
another great way to get the word 
out, allowing people to share the 
information. Both Sue and Carmina 
have worked hard connecting with 
families to make them feel welcome 
to the History Center.
 More “Adventure” programs, 
including Homeschool Adventures 
and an all-new After School Adven-
tures, have become a coordinated 
effort to reach out to homeschoolers 
and students in the local public and 
private schools. This provides the 
Des Plaines History Center with a 
strategy for including the education-

of  the Dead) event, held as part 
of  the festivities of  the communi-
ty-wide event taking place around 
Des Plaines for Safe Saturday Hal-
loween on October 24. Be sure to 
take a look at the information here 
in this issue of  the Cobweb, on our 
website at desplaineshistory.org, or 
in the programs schedule. The day 
will include children dressed in cos-
tumes visiting the History Center 

to make sugar skulls, a compe-
tition of  colorfully decorated 
altars, called ofrendas, to honor 
loved ones who have died, and 
Día de los Muertos-themed art-
work on display.
   During the Safe Saturday Hal-
loween event, the Des Plaines 
Optimists will host a pumpkin 
race on the grounds of  the 
Kinder House. We invite you 
to come out to participate in all 
the activities. We are excited to 
continue our partnerships with 
other organizations in the com-

munity, such as the Chamber of  
Commerce, the Optimist Club, the 
Des Plaines Public Library, and the 
Des Plaines Park District.
 The success of  each of  these 
programs and events will be mea-
sured in terms of  the numbers of  
the visitors and participants that 
they bring to the History Cen-
ter and the positive feedback we 
receive. As members, you can help 
by inviting neighbors and friends to 
visit the History Center and en-
couraging them to become mem-
bers. You are a vital and important 
part of  the History Center!

al needs of  as many learning sectors 
of  the community as we can reach. 
We will continue holding these 
programs throughout the year, in 
addition to offering in-school visits 
with the Traveling Trunk.
 We just recently wrapped up 
another great year at the annual Fall 
Fest event with the Chamber of  
Commerce, Park District, and His-
tory Center. Although many people 

worked hard for this event, I'd like 
to especially recognize Linda Traina 
of  the Park District and Barbara 
Ryan of  the Chamber of  Commerce 
for their excellent coordinating 
talents. Thanks to all the volunteers 
who came out to help and support 
the History Center for Fall Fest, and 
thanks to the History Center staff  
for all their help. 
 With an Arts4Moore grant from 
the Tides Foundation, the Des 
Plaines History Center will present 
an expanded Día de los Muertos (Day 

Des Plaines History Center Executive Director Shari 
Caine shows her enthusiasm for the new carpeting 
that was installed in August. 
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Remembering Des Plaines

The roaring ’20s were a time 
of business investments in 

the small town of Des Plaines. 
Grandpa Calabrese moved to 
Des Plaines in the mid-’20s 
and in 1929 opened Cal-
abrese’s Produce at 690 Lee 
Street, which he operated with 
our family for many years. 
 In 1944 my father, Jim Ca-
labrese, decided to start his 
own business and took over 
a fruit and vegetable store 
next to Mary’s Sweet Shop on 
Ellinwood. He renamed the 
business Jim’s Fruit Shop. He 
operated at this location for a 
few years, and many old-tim-
ers will recall this later became 
LaMantia Produce. 
 In 1953 my father took over 
and operated the Ben Franklin 
Store at 720 Center Street, but 
many remember this as Jim’s 
Variety Store—that is the store 
I remember most. 
 I attended St. Mary’s Cath-
olic grade school, and it was 

only a short walk to Dad’s store 
where I would do my school 
homework. When I was about 

11, he started to allow me to 
help in the store replacing stock 
and keeping the store neat 
and tidy. As I got older, I waited 
on customers and made $3 a 
week. 
 Dad closed the store in the 
late 1950s because he could 
not compete with the mall 
stores that were opening ev-
erywhere. In the meantime, my 

mom, Lucille Calabrese, wrote 
a neighborhood column for 
the Suburban Times and the 

Journal for about 25 years. 
I also remember our family 
being involved in many city  
activities, including a float in 
the parade on the Fourth of 
July. I am proud of our family’s 
help in the development of 
Des Plaines. 

Send in or email your 250-word 
story about Des Plaines to 

contact@desplaineshistory.org.

Celebrating summer 
Volunteers and the History Center staff planted a Victory Garden in June and 
have been enjoying its resulting produce! To learn more about the history of such 
gardens, the public is invited to view our World War II & Des Plaines exhibit on 
display in the History Center through December. In addition, we raised a couple of 
butterflies after spotting monarch eggs on our milkweed behind the Kinder House.

Almost 100 years ago, the Calabrese family operated a produce store at 690 Lee Street. 
This photo was taken in 1938.

by Patricia Calabrese Vivardo



Curator’s Corner: Recent donations
by Philip Mohr

Our first donation this year in-
cludes two of  George Kinder’s 

books from the time the Kinder 
House was built in 1907. The Kinder 
House and family are integral parts 
of  how we interpret Des Plaines’ 
history at the museum. Since we 
have very few objects 
from the Kinders 
in the house, it acts 
more like a period 
setting to talk about 
houses and family life 
from 100 years ago 
than how the Kinders 
actually lived. 
 These books give 
a better sense that 
these Kinders were 
real people rather 
than abstract concepts 
of  the early twentieth century. They 
are now prominently displayed in the 
sitting room.
 In addition to the books, we 
recently acquired a military cap. Our 
World War II and Des Plaines exhib-
it has piqued interest in depositing 
war-related material into the History 
Center’s collections. We turned away 
several donations because of  our 
strict collections guidelines, but we 
have chosen to accession this mili-
tary cap. 
 The vast majority of  uniforms in 
our collections came without any 
headwear or came with a garrison 
cap, not the peaked style shown in 
the photo. This object fulfills two 
purposes: to complete the collection 

with an example of  an Army cap 
and to serve as an object attached to 
the story of  its wearer.
 This cap belonged to Henry P. 
Finkler, who served in the U.S. Army 
Air Forces from 1942-1945. He was 
a corporal in the 556th Bombard-
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The Doctor by Ralph Connor, published in 1906,  is a novel about a world-traveling physician. The 1894 
fiction book The Honorable Peter Stirling was written by Paul Leicester Ford. George Kinder’s signature 
appears on the inside.

ment Squadron, 387th Bombard-
ment Group with his occupational 
specialty being airplane armorer. He 
received several honors for his ser-
vice, including the European-Afri-
can-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, 
a Bronze Star, a Silver Star, and a 

Good Conduct 
Medal. Henry 
and his wife, 
Lorraine, moved 
to Des Plaines 
in 1950. Their 
house was built 
on a lot that 
Lorraine’s par-
ents had owned 
since around 
1930.We recently acquired this World War II peaked-style Army cap. It 

belonged to Henry P. Finkler, who served from 1942-1945.



Des Plaines History Center

Officers: Tom Christiansen, president; Rev. Dr. 
William G. Grice, III, vice president; Mark 
Thompson, treasurer; Ellen Yearwood, secretary; 
Elizabeth Makelim, past president.

Trustees: Agnes Laton, Karen Kozenczak, 
Elizabeth Makelim, Arnold Miller, Carol Shannon,
Paulette Tabor. Des Plaines Park District 
Liaison: Don Miletic. City of  Des Plaines 
Liaison: Mike Charewicz.

Staff: Shari Caine, executive director; Philip Mohr, 
curator; Sue Fox McGovern, publicity coordinator; 
Carmina Gonzalez, programs assistant.
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Historian explores the Earle family
by Mariann Keeney Mannarelli

History has always been an interest of  mine, even to 
the point of  choosing that as my major in college 

and grad school. That interest has recently been re-chan-
neled as I now volunteer at the History Center and have 
been updating some of  their records. As they update 
and transfer to an electronic catalog, I have been fasci-
nated by the changes that have occurred over the past 
100 or more years in the Des Plaines area. The popu-
lation growth, subjects taught in the local high schools, 
fashions and interests of  the students, and products sold 
by Sears, Roebuck & Company as far back as 1912 can 
only bring back memories.
 That connection of  past and present may also remind 
you, as it does me, of  some of  the adages my parents 
taught us as kids. “The more things change, the more 
they stay the same” is one that seems very appropriate, 
especially as I review the collection of  documents, pho-
tographs, postcards, and letters received by Dr. Clarence 
A. Earle, a local doctor who lived in Des Plaines at the 
turn of  the 20th century. Currently I have been review-
ing the letters that he and his wife, Helen, had saved 
over the years from family, friends, business associates, 
and civic groups they were involved with.
   I have seen the growth of  their children as they 
wrote to their parents about life at school, classes and 
grades, and their finances. Gladys, one of  their daugh-
ters, wrote in 1908 to tell her Papa and Mama of  her 
newly discovered frugality. She wrote that while attend-
ing a Girls Glee Club Concert she “saved 25 cents by 
sitting in the peanut gallery.” Apparently she was having 
difficulty living within the $1.25 weekly allowance she 
received as a student at Beloit College.
 Some of  their correspondence directly relates to 
world affairs, especially some of  the letters received 
from their son Norman, a student at the U.S. Naval 
Academy at the onset of  World War I.  In August of  
1916, he wrote a very detailed letter about the war-
games training maneuvers he participated in off  the 
coast of  Newport, Rhode Island.  
 Nine months later we see a telegram sent to Dr. 
Earle that says Norman will be gone for some time, but 
that he does not know when or where he will be. This 
is followed in the summer of  1917 with several letters 
from Norman to “Maw and Pap” about seeing debris 
on the water from ships hit by U-boats. These letters, 

which included redactions due to being in a war zone, 
make the history very real and more personal. But not all 
letters were about the war. Mentioning a party he attend-
ed as a young naval officer in late 1917, Norman told 
his parents he met a 
nice young lady.  “In 
fact, I liked her fine 
until after dinner she 
puffed a cigarette.”
 Other letters they 
received seem much 
like the phone calls 
and emails we might 
send today. Patients 
wrote to mention 
illnesses in their fam-
ily and asked if  the 
doctor could stop by 
today. Snail mail was 
actually very quick in 
those days. Likewise 
there are brief  notes 
and apologies because they did not have the money to 
settle a bill but would pay as soon as father was able to 
work again. 
  It’s unfortunate that many times people describe 
history as boring. If  you have the time, stop in at one 
of  the History Center’s programs and see how you and 
your family fit into one of  those events. We can learn 
from the past to better share the future!

Throughout their lives, Norman and 
Gladys Earle wrote letters to their 
parents. Their correspondence is a 
part of our collections.



Thank You, Business Members!
The following businesses and organizations are 

current members of the Des Plaines History Center. 

We appreciate your support!

Anderson Lock Company

BDO USA, LLP

Choo Choo Restaurant

Community Consolidated School District 62

Des Plaines Elks Lodge 1526

Des Plaines Garden Club

Des Plaines Park District

Edward Jones—Scott Seifert

First Congregational Church of Des Plaines

Frisbie Senior Center

G. L. Hills Funeral Home 

Historic Methodist Camp Ground 

Horton Chiropractic, Ltd.

Illinois Association of the Swedenborg Church

Hanlin Management, Inc.

Maine Township Highway Department

Owl Hardwood Lumber

R. C. Wahl Jewelers

The Local Coffee, Tea & Sweets

Village Bank & Trust

Become a Business Member today! 
Call 847-391-5399.

Visit the Des Plaines History Center online at 
 www.desplaineshistory.org, and be sure to check our 
digitization project with the Des Plaines Public Library at 
www.desplainesmemory.org.

Also see the Des Plaines History Center on Facebook and 
Twitter.  “Conant Tweets” is the online Twitter feed from 
Augustus Conant’s 1830s diary. Go to  http://twitter.
com/conant_tweets/, and follow @conant_tweets.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Des Plaines History Center

collects, preserves, and interprets the history
of Des Plaines and its people and provides access 

to those resources through exhibits, educational 
programs, and research facilities.

The Des Plaines History Center is supported 
by the City of Des Plaines, the Des Plaines Park 
District, its members, and other local business 

and community contributors.

This recipe from our collections mentions using a 
“wartime substitute” for whipped cream if necessary! 

Bring your bones right over
to the History Center Gift Shop!
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Volunteers from Nipper Career Education Center raked leaves for Make a 
Difference Week in 1997.

F��� �� l��� 
�i�� �ist���! 
C��� �i�i� u�!

We are open 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 

10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 


