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A fternoon Adventures, an educational and fun pro-
gram, has started up again at the Des Plaines History 

Center, 781 Pearson Street. A group of children arrived at 
the History Center June 18 to tour the historic Kinder 
House and learn about family life in the early 20th centu-
ry.  

In addition, the children spent some time making 
household crafts and felt beads. Then they tried their 
hand at playing some age-old games.  

“I had a good time,” said one young visitor, “so thank 
you!” 

Sarah DePuy, Des Plaines History Center summer in-
tern, has created the nine-week program that focuses on 
agriculture and industry in and around Des Plaines.  

“This is an exciting time at the museum,” said DePuy. 
“Children and adults will experience learning and fun as 
they care for a garden, take a trip to a local greenhouse, 
and create model houses using recycled materials.” 

The program, which runs every Wednesday through 

August 13 from 1-4 p.m., is designed for children, ages 5-
12, with an adult. Cost is $4 per child for non-members 
and $2 per child 
for members per 
session. Each ac-
tivity is unique, 
and participants 
are welcome to 
attend any or all of 
the programs. 

Afternoon Ad-
ventures is spon-
sored by the Des 
Plaines History 
Center and the Kiwanis Club of Des Plaines. Details 
about each weekly session can be found below. 

 

Farming 
June 25: The afternoon will focus on farming. Children 

will learn about the landscape and types of farming in and 
around Des Plaines in the 19th and 20th centuries. Partic-
ipants will meet at Garden Plot 132, which is located at 
High Ridge Knolls Park, 601 S. Westgate Road, in Des 
Plaines. The group will learn about plowing and planting 
and will scatter and plant seeds and hoe the garden. The 
children will use watering cans and various garden tools. 

 

Kinder Hardware 
July 2: The afternoon will focus on the Kinder Hard-

ware store, which was a business in Des Plaines from 
1881-2003. Participants will meet at the Kinder House 
and learn about small commerce and do-it-yourself pro-
jects then and now. Children will use recycled plastic, pa-
per, and cardboard to create sculpture! 

 

Tending a garden 
July 9: The afternoon will focus on how to care for a 

garden. Participants will meet at Garden Plot 132, which 
is located at High Ridge Knolls Park, 601 S. Westgate 

Afternoon Adventures grows roots 

Children played a cup and ball game after they toured the Kinder 
House and learned about how children spent their days in the early 
20th century. 

Participants of Afternoon Adventures this 
summer will plant dill and lettuce seeds and 
hope to harvest some tasty results in Au-
gust! 
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Road, in Des Plaines. Children will be taught how to tend a 
home garden and a container garden. They will also learn 
about the history of victory gardens. The children will care 
for the garden plot using watering cans and various garden 
tools and learn a little about pest management. 

 

Des Plaines neighborhoods and houses 
July 16: The afternoon will focus on neighborhoods and 

houses in Des Plaines and will include a walking tour. Par-
ticipants will learn about various housing styles and which 
kinds were popular where and when. The tour starts at the 
Kinder House, which was built in 1907. After the walk, chil-
dren will create a house using the template of their choice. 
Materials include cardboard, construction paper, scissors, 
glue sticks, and pencils. 

 

Make a map of  Des Plaines 
July 23: The afternoon will focus on drawing a map of the 

town. Participants will learn about geography and cartog-
raphy of Maine Township and Des Plaines. They will find 
out how Des Plaines developed over time. Children will be 
given a worksheet to create a map of their own. 

 

Producing local foods 

July 30: The afternoon will focus on the handling of farm
-produced crops and goods. Participants will learn about 

outlets for local foods, such as Chicago markets and farm 
stands. In addition, children will hear about how to can, 
pickle, and process various foods. They will learn about 
picking and selling. Children will use vinegar and sugar to 
make some pickles! 

 

Greenhouses 
August 6: The afternoon will focus on the history of 

greenhouses in Des Plaines. Participants will meet at the 
greenhouse at the Des Plaines Park District Administrative 
& Leisure Center, 2222 Birch Street. Children will learn that 
Des Plaines was once called the “City of Roses” because of 
all the roses that were grown here. They will be taught 
about how local businesses sold the roses in the market-
place. After the greenhouse visit, children will make their 
own greenhouse using flower stamps and paint. 

 
Harvest festival! 
August 13: The afternoon will focus on harvesting the 

produce the children planted during the first session. Partic-
ipants will meet at Garden Plot 132, which is located at 
High Ridge Knolls Park, 601 S. Westgate Road, in Des 
Plaines. The children will learn about harvest festivals, pa-
rades, and other celebrations that have been a part of the 
history of Des Plaines. After picking the produce from the 
garden plot, the group will make ice cream! 

by Sarah DePuy 
 

O ne of the key goals in museum 
work today is to be an advocate 

for multiple audiences through public 
access and education. I was drawn to 
this internship in particular because it 
offered the chance for me to work with 
children, do research, and create multi-
dimensional, replicable programs for 
students, teachers, and museum staff. 
 As the children’s program intern, I 
am working to create interesting educa-
tional programs called Afternoon Ad-
ventures. These programs will be split 
into two themes: indoor and outdoor 
activities. Indoors, children and adults 
will explore the Kinder House and 
learn more about the history of Des 
Plaines. The outdoor activities will be 
held at a local garden plot where chil-
dren will learn to grow different kinds 
of plants. They will care for and har-

vest them. The garden 
is the greatest challenge 
and also the greatest 
opportunity. Growing 
vegetables will allow 
children to gain aware-
ness of the challenges 
of farming and learn 
new gardening skills. 
 The other hat that I 
wear this summer dur-
ing my internship is that 
of collections intern. In 
that capacity, I work 
alongside Curator Philip 
Mohr to process back-
log collections and other accession 
work. My job is to give each donation 
an accession number and enter its in-
formation into the museum’s database. 
This is a very time-consuming task, but 
there are always surprises either in the 
records or from the objects them-

selves. I am also learning about the 
Kinder House and early 20th century 
life and leading tours. The Des Plaines 
History Center is continually working 
to reach new audiences and communi-
ties, and I am excited to be a part of 
this process.  

Summer intern educates children 

Sarah DePuy (far right) first visited the History Center with her  
fellow graduates from Eastern Illinois University in mid-May. All the 
students studied historical administration. 
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by Shari Caine 
 

G reetings to everyone, as we 
head from a very busy spring 

into a very busy summer! Now that 
we’re halfway through the year, it’s a 
great time to point out a few of the 

good things that have been happen-
ing at the History Center and take a 
look ahead at the rest of the year. 
 So far this year, the Board of Trus-
tees passed a new strategic plan out-
lining goals and initiatives for the 
History Center for the next 3-5 years. 
Among those initiatives are increas-
ing the visibility and awareness of the 

History Center; increasing communi-
ty partnerships; optimizing program, 
exhibit, and collections spaces within 
the buildings; increasing member-
ships and attendance, and much 
more. We also recently held the His-
tory Center’s annual meeting in May 

at which we thanked our 
many volunteers who regu-
larly provide so much help 
to the History Center. 
Their contributions are too 
numerous to quantify here, 
but it’s important to em-
phasize that the History 
Center would be at a great 
loss without them. 
    New Curator Philip 
Mohr has been extremely 
busy covering many ba-
ses—exhibit development 
and installation, collections 
work, and program devel-
opment. The current quilt 

exhibit is closing this month 
(June) to make way for a 

new exhibit about travel.  
 Back in March, Philip was instru-
mental in getting the Kinder House 
open once again for tours. Programs 
have been going extremely well. The 
Coffee Talk program in May set an 
all-time new record of 122 attendees! 
We are grateful to the Des Plaines 
Public Library and staff for generous-

ly allowing the History Center to 
hold the program in their meeting 
rooms. This year’s Afternoon Adven-
tures program series for children is 
underway with the guidance of our 
new summer intern Sarah DePuy. We 
are very excited to have Sarah join us. 
 I’d like to also give a lot of kudos 
to Sue Fox McGovern who creates 
all of our publicity and press releases 
for the programs and activities at the 
History Center. People are noticing 
the increase in publicity and people 
are coming in. Not only does Sue 
produce the information that we 
send out into the community, but she 
also designs and creates content for 
the Cobweb and the program and 
events schedule that we send out to 
all our members. Sue also helped to 
set up our Tag Days fundraiser and is 
coordinating activities for the new 
Garden Committee. 
 In the next few months, watch for 
more information as we prepare for 
autumn events, such as Fall Fest 
(September 12-14) and the second 
annual “Let’s Jazz It Up!” dinner-
dance fundraiser with the Elks of 
Des Plaines (September 26). 
 For all of you who are members of 
the History Center, thank you for 
your continued support and contri-
butions. You also help make all of 
this possible! 

Director’s Message  

Des Plaines History Center Executive Director Shari 
Caine addressed the Des Plaines Rotary Club at the 
History Center June 12. 

 
Accession: legal ownership and moral commitment to  

maintain historic material for the future 

Collections: the museum’s archives and 3-dimensional  

objects 

Historic: describing something from the past, i.e. artifacts and 

archives 

Historical: describing the interpretation of the past, i.e. books 

and exhibits 

MUSEUM 
WORD 
SHARE 
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Send us your stories and memories 
I f you are a current or former 

Des Plaines resident who enjoys 
reminiscing about growing up in 
this town, you are invited to send in 
your stories and comments. Please 
limit your submissions to no more 

than 200 words. Email your stories, 
thoughts, and memories to con-
tact@desplaineshistory.org or send 
them to Des Plaines History Cen-
ter, 781 Pearson Street, Des 
Plaines, IL 60016. Please indicate 

whether we have your permission 
to publish your letter in the Cobweb 
and on our Facebook page. See for-
mer Des Plaines resident David V. 
Dettner’s letter to the History Cen-
ter below. 

Ms. Caine, 
 I imagine you’ve seen the Arcadia Publishing book on Des Plaines. I regard these 
books as almost a miracle for people interested in history such as myself and have 
about 15 of them. 
 The McDonald’s in the 1950s had no seats inside, parking for six cars and maybe a 
picnic table outside. I was amazed when I saw the reference to Prince Castle multi-
mixers. I worked at the Prince Castle on Lee Street. As for the “ninth,” I always tell  
everyone that the first Ray Kroc McDonald’s was in my hometown. 
Regards, 
David V. Dettner 

Remembering researcher Ruth 

by Kathleen Fairbairn 
 

I  wish I had known Ruth Blietz. 
 As longtime History Center members and staff may 

already know, she died in May of this year. She was one 
of the early volunteers at our museum. She was also a 
member of the Des Plaines Junior Women’s Club. Ac-
cording to a 1994 Des Plaines Journal article, “ . . . that 
group . . . helped galvanize the ingredients which eventu-
ally formed the historical society museum.”  
 In 1990, Ruth became research librarian for the muse-
um. I have been a research volunteer at the History Cen-
ter since 2005, and I see her work whenever I have to 
search local records. The old census and military records 
that help me to locate families for their descendants are 
the result of Ruth’s painstaking research and record keep-
ing. When people ask for information on the old houses 
they have just bought, Ruth’s real estate inventory is my 
first source of information. Her neat handwriting and 
accurate typing make the material easy to read.  
 She seems to have had a talent for recognizing the im-
portance of material that most people would have dis-
carded or saved in a drawer, safe from prying eyes. She 
transcribed the material so that its contents could be used 
without damaging the original documents. She annotated 
the transcriptions to help the researcher understand the 
information. She incorporated work done by others into 

an organized body of work, labeled for easy reference. 
And she made it look easy! 

 She didn’t limit her interest in history to Des Plaines. 
She served at least 
one term as corre-
sponding secretary 
of the North East-
ern Illinois Histor-
ical Council, 
whose purpose is 
to preserve local 
history and edu-
cate staff and vol-
unteers of local 
museums like the 
Des Plaines Histo-
ry Center.  

 Ruth Blietz’s 
curiosity and  
interest in Des 
Plaines history has 
made my work 
much more inter-
esting and a lot 
easier. Thank you, 
Ruth! 

Duane and Ruth Blietz dressed up in period 
garb to celebrate Illinois’ sesquicentennial in 
1968. 

 



 

Cobweb   SUMMER 2014   5   

by Philip Mohr 
 

T hank you to everyone who has 
contributed to the collections of 

the History Center over the years. 
Summer Intern Sarah DePuy and I 
are working on our “accession” back-
log this summer—a project that will 
probably outlast her tenure. Also 
working on the backlog is our valued 
volunteer Jen Schwent, who has 
helped at the museum for several 
years. As we go through these things 
that we are putting in the collections, 
I realize that some of you might not 
really know what we do. I’ll try to put 
everything succinctly. 

1. We are currently collect-
ing passively. You have to bring 

material to us for consideration. We are 
not shopping nor are we putting out ap-
peals for certain materials. Collecting 
actively requires more staff time and fi-
nancial resources. 

2. Please contact me, the 
curator, before dropping 
off  donations. We cannot take 

material just because it is old, and a box 
of moldy newspapers is readily thrown in 
the recycling bin here. We assess the val-
ue of each bit of material to the collec-
tions. 

a. Does it significantly increase 
our knowledge of Des Plaines his-
tory? We have to consider potential for 

future research and exhibit for each do-
nation. 

b. Does it duplicate what we al-
ready have? You see only a small frac-

tion of the History Center’s collections 
on display at any time. There is only so 
much room for storage. 

c. Will the History Center be able 
to maintain physical control of the 
material? Is it falling apart to a degree 

that it will be useless for research or ex-
hibit? 

3. There are three basic  

 

steps to donation: 
a. Make an offer of the material. 
We often take the material on 
“Temporary Deposit” at this time, but 
that does not mean 
the work is done. 

b. We research 
everything, 
which will 
probably in-
clude interview-
ing you. Then, 

we accept or reject 
the material. Rejec-
tion is never reflec-
tive of you as a 
donor, but a neces-
sity of museum 
practices. 

c. Transfer the 
property physi-
cally and legal-
ly. Bring the mate-

rial to the muse-
um. We may be able 
to make arrangement to pick up material 
depending on the situation. We will also 
have you sign a donation agreement. 

4. Documentation is prima-
ry to the future of  material. 
Each object and document has a certain 
amount of intrinsic value as a product of 
society, business, culture, art, etc. But 
consider the fact that we learn and ap-
preciate things only by the relationships 
and associations we draw between indi-
viduals, society, objects, and the environ-
ment. The human experience is a nexus 
of relationships, so having biographical 
and historical information about any do-
nation is equal unto the historic material 
itself. Without a story to tell along with 
each object, we would be a novelty cen-
ter, not a history center. 

5. Continued care goes into 
each scrap of  paper and 
wood splinter. Once all the paper-

work is signed, we assign numbers to  

 

everything and place them in their new 
homes. They go in folders or boxes and 
on shelves. They need constant monitor-
ing to provide suitable temperature, hu-
midity, light level, and pest control. We 

maintain databases and finding aids so 
everything is accessible. All collections 
are available to research by staff, volun-
teers, and members of the public, so we 
spend time facilitating that process. We 
also research and display certain material 
for exhibits and public programs. This is 
all an ongoing process that requires time 
and resources. 

6. Nothing is free. Thank you to 

all the volunteers who work on all stages 
of collections care and reduce staffing 
needs. Professional staff and durable 
collections-quality storage supplies are 
not cheap. There is no requirement to 
give money along with your donation of 
historic material; we understand that 
most of you already give generously of 
your purse. However, even a gift of $10 
can significantly offset the cost of pro-
cessing your donation. 

In the future: articles on deaccessions, the 
education collection, and historical memory. 

Curator Philip Mohr enjoys studying and organizing the archives. 

Curator’s Corner: Your Donations  
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Des Plaines History Center 
 
Officers: Tom Christiansen, 
President; Rev. Dr.  
William G. Grice, III, Vice 
President; Mark Thompson, 
Treasurer; Ellen Yearwood, 
Secretary; Elizabeth Makelim, 
Past President. 
 
Trustees: Jerry Berger, Agnes 
Czerech, Prafulla Dunung,  
Karen Kozenczak, Elizabeth 
Makelim, Arnold Miller, Juanita 
Soong, MeLinda Ward. 
Don Miletic, Des Plaines Park 
District Liaison; 
Joanna Sojka, City of Des 
Plaines Liaison.  
 
Staff: Shari Caine, Executive 
Director; Philip Mohr, Curator; 
Sue Fox McGovern, Office  
Assistant/PR Coordinator. 

 

Recent donation! 

The History Center recently received this set of laundry toys from Mount 
Prospect resident Doris Van Meter. As a member of a local Questers 
Organization, she used the tools to teach children about old methods of 
doing laundry. The History Center will use them in education programs 
for the same purpose.  

by Sue Fox McGovern 
 

S o much has been happening at the History Center 
these last few months! In May more than 120 people 

filed into the Des Plaines Public Library 
for a Coffee Talk about German POW 
camps of Chicago. That was a record 
number of residents who gathered for a 
Coffee Talk. Much conversation contin-
ued even after the presentation. 
 Then, a couple of weeks later, each of 
the three classes of third-grade students 
from North School in Des Plaines visited 
the History Center. The students met His-
tory Center Curator Philip Mohr in down-
town Des Plaines for a walking tour. 
Mohr pointed out landmarks past and 
present as the group meandered through 
the town to the History Center. Once they 
arrived, half the class lined up to tour the 
historic Kinder House while the others 
worked on a quilt project. The following 

Record crowd attends Coffee Talk  

week the children sent the History Center a thank-you 
note in the form of a colorful handmade paper quilt of 

their own!  
     During that same week, a record 
number of guests convened around 
a table in the History Center to dis-
cuss Sin in the Second City, the book 
choice for the May reading group. 
All 19 participants gave the discus-
sion high marks. 
     A new program called Collectors 
Evening launched in June and par-
ticipants enjoyed viewing vintage 
clothing from the collections.  
     Many more events and activities, 
including a new museum exhibit 
called “Greetings from Des 
Plaines,” are set for the summer 
months. See the July/August Pro-
grams & Events flyer for details. 

 

The third-grade students from North 
School in Des Plaines immersed 
themselves in history through a 
walking tour of Des Plaines and a 
visit to the Kinder House. Pictured 
above is their handmade thank-you 
card to the History Center. 
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Visit the Des Plaines History Center online at  
 www.desplaineshistory.org, and be sure to check our digitiza-
tion project with the Des Plaines Public Library at 
www.desplainesmemory.org. 
 

Also see the Des Plaines History Center on Facebook and Twit-
ter.  “Conant Tweets” is the online Twitter feed from Augustus 
Conant’s 1830s diary. Go to  http://twitter.com/
conant_tweets/, and follow @conant_tweets. 

Thank You, Business Members! 
The following businesses and organizations are current 

members of the Des Plaines History Center.  

We appreciate your support! 
 

Accurate Auto Clinic 

Alpha Graphics 

Anderson Lock Company 

B.R.C. Heating & Cooling 

Choice Cut Landscaping, Inc. 

Coldwell Banker, Juanita Soong 

Community Consolidated School District 62 

Condo Care, Inc. 

Des Plaines Elks Lodge 1526 

Des Plaines Garden Club 

Des Plaines Rotary Club 

Edward Jones—Dan Chervenak 

Edward Jones—Scott Seifert 

First Congregational Church of Des Plaines 

Frisbie Senior Center 

G. L. Hills Funeral Home  

Brookdale Plaza of Des Plaines 

Historic Methodist Camp Ground 

Horton Chiropractic, Ltd. 

IAM Medical Billing, Schaumburg 

Illinois Association of Swedenborg Church 

Maine Township 

Maine Township Highway Department 

Millennium Bank 

Our Lady of Hope Church, Rosemont 

Owl Hardwood Lumber 

R. C. Wahl Jewelers 

Self Help Closet & Pantry 

SS&G, Inc. 

Village Bank & Trust 

 

Become a Business Member today! Call 847-391-5399. 

 

Shop at the History Center 

Looking for some 
summer reading? 
Stop in and pick up  

a copy of the 
Kozenczaks’ new  

book Sarge:  
Reflections on a Star 

($15) or Greetings from 
Des Plaines ($10).  

 

KINDER HOUSE TOURS 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________ 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Des Plaines History Center 

collects, preserves, and interprets the history 
of Des Plaines and its people and provides access 

to those resources through exhibits, educational 
programs, and research facilities. 

 

The Des Plaines History Center gratefully 
acknowledges operating support from the City 
of Des Plaines, the Des Plaines Park District,  

its members, and other contributors. 



 

 

Address Service Requested 

 
If you enjoyed this issue but aren’t 

yet a History Center member, join today! 

For more information, call 847-391-5399. 

w w w . d e s p l a i n e s h i s t o r y . o r g  

 

 

Right: Recently acquired photograph of the Colleens  

from the heir of Norm Kwidd, a Des Plaines  

resident involved in the St. Patrick’s Academy  

Drum & Bugle Corps. Date unknown. 


