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H ave you ever seen a music box from 1900 or a 
sewing machine from 1904 that was actually used 

by a Des Plaines resident? Both of these items—plus 
many more—are available for viewing now that the Kind-
er House’s second floor is ready for public tours. A re-
ception to honor this occasion is set for Friday, October 
17, from 5-7 p.m. Please call 847-391-5399 to register. 
 “We’re very excited to have this opportunity to reopen 
the second floor of the Kinder House,” said Shari Caine, 
executive director of the History Center. “It has been 
closed in recent years due to temporary and overflow 
storage for the History Center’s historical collections. Cu-
rator Philip Mohr has implemented recent new storage 
solutions with help from trustee Arnold Miller and intern 
Chris Liston, making the second floor space accessible 
for public tours once again.” 
 The main floor reopened in the spring and includes 

the parlor, sitting room, dining room, kitchen, and pantry. 
 “A lot of people who have toured the first floor re-
cently have asked about the second floor,” said Mohr. 
“Now is everyone’s chance to see a representation of how 
the Kinders lived. The original bathroom, an adult bed-
room, a sewing room, and a maid’s room will complete 
the Kinder House experience.” 
 Mohr spoke about one more new component. “We are 
also pleased to be launching the mobile tour website,” he 
said. “This will not replace guided tours in the house. The 
structure of the house prevents the History Center from 
making the tour accessible to people with physical disabil-
ities. The online tour attempts to provide them with pho-
tographs, text, and audio. It also makes the tour available 
to people around the world.” 
 Visit www.desplaineshistory.org for more information. 
Hope to see you at the reception! 

Second floor of  Kinder House to open 

Children played a cup and ball game after they toured the Kinder 
House and learned about how children spent their days in the early 
20th century. 

Des Plaines History Center 
member and professional 
photographer Stan Kotecki 
has been capturing the 
exquisite details inside and 
outside of the Kinder 
House. Come see the  
furnishings on the second 
floor of the beloved house 
museum at a reception  
October 17 from 5-7 p.m.  

http://www.desplaineshistory.org
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A s soon as word got out that former Des Plaines 
Police Detective Joe Kozenczak was selected as 

the Coffee Talk speaker for July, the History Center’s 
phone began to ring. Local residents and many from 
the surrounding suburbs called to reserve a seat at the 
event. Kozenczak was the arresting officer and lead 
investigator in the John Wayne Gacy serial murder case 
in 1978. 
 More than 100 people attended the July 24th talk at 
Brookdale Plaza, which was filled to capacity. To ac-
commodate those who were put on a waiting list, the 
History Center scheduled a second event. Close to 80 
people poured into Prairie Lakes Multipurpose Room 
August 14 for Kozenczak’s second appearance.  

    After the talk, 
Kozenczak and his 
wife, Karen, signed 
copies of their book 
The Chicago Killer: The 
Hunt for Serial Killer 
John Wayne Gacy.   
     The History Cen-
ter thanks Brookdale 
Plaza of Des Plaines 
and the Des Plaines 
Park District for use 
of their facilities. 

Joe Kozenczak  
appears twice 

Joe Kozenczak signs a copy of the 
book he and his wife, Karen, wrote 
about serial killer John Wayne Gacy.  

 

Country Fair Tent shines at Fall Fest 

Coordinator Lois Garner caresses the handmade quilt 
squares she has collected from the new Quilters Group.  

A dults and children hurried to this year’s Country Fair 
Tent to buy unique hand-crafted items, design corn-

husk dolls, view the Chicago & North Western railway 
exhibit, learn about fur trading, and participate in the an-
nual pie-eating contest. The tent was part of Fall Fest, 

which was co-sponsored by the History Center, Des 
Plaines Chamber of Commerce, and the Des Plaines Park 
District. 
 Thanks to all our volunteers who served the guests and 
helped make the History Center visible in the community.  

Quilters start 
with big stars 

“I am truly amazed at the talent of all of these 
ladies,” said Lois Garner, coordinator of the 
Quilters Group that formed in August. The 
group meets every second Saturday at the His-
tory Center from 10 a.m.-noon. For more in-
formation, call 847-391-5399. All skill levels are 
welcome. 
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by Shari Caine 
 

B y the time you read this, we will 
have already finished Fall Fest 

and Let’s Jazz It Up!—two big and 
popular events for the History Cen-

ter—all in one month. As we roll into 
October, I’d like to invite all of you 
to attend our upcoming open house 
event at the History Center.  
 If you recall, with the hard work of 
Curator Philip Mohr, we reopened 
the Kinder House first floor for tours 
back in March. On Friday, October 
17, from 5-7p.m., we will reopen 
rooms for tours on the second floor 
of the house.  
 On that day, we will also present a 
new mobile phone walking tour app 
that will be available to everyone with 
a mobile device. The new app will 
feature not only a walking tour high-
lighting ten areas in downtown Des 
Plaines, but will also feature other 
points of interest around town and a 

tour of the Kinder House. We hope 
to see you there. Come and learn 
about all the new projects we are 
working on and enjoy a fun and so-
ciable evening! 
 Finally, I would like thank all the 
board members, staff, and volunteers 
who helped out at our two events in 
September. The time and work that 
you contribute really do help make 
these events possible. And to every-
one who has supported the History 
Center through your memberships, 
contributions, and donations, a  
great thank you.  
 We look forward to providing you 
with more programs, exhibits, and 
events in the weeks, months, and 
years to come! 

Director’s Message  

History Center Executive Director Shari 
Caine divided up the cherry pies for those 
gathered at the table for the annual pie-
eating contest at Fall Fest September 13. 

 

TRAVEL EXHIBIT ROLLS INTO TOWN 
M embers and friends gathered around suitcases, 

postcards, and an immigrant trunk at the Histo-
ry Center August 7 to celebrate the opening of 
“Greetings from Des Plaines.” Curator Philip Mohr 
designed the exhibit to highlight the arrival and depar-
ture of men and women to and from Des Plaines in 
years past. 

   The letter below, written in flowing cursive in 1928, is 
one of many written by Art Webster to Walter Plew, 
both well-known Des Plaines residents. Why not take a 
little time out of your busy schedule to travel back in 
time with us? And, if you’re planning a trip of your 
own, send us a postcard. Your greeting may become a 
permanent part of this exhibit! 
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Remembering Des Plaines  

Joanna was a ‘wonderful advocate’ 

I t was quite a shock to hear the news that Des Plaines 
Alderwoman Joanna Sojka died suddenly, especially 

since she was only 29 years old. She had a special connec-
tion to the History Center as she served as the City of 
Des Plaines liaison. Several people from the History Cen-
ter wrote in to express some of their thoughts about Jo-
anna. 
 
From Shari Caine, History Center executive director: 
We were very happy to have Ald. Joanna Sojka join the 
History Center board as the city liaison back in January 
of this year. When we first talked about her appointment 
to the position, she told me she had grown up in Chicago 
and the northwest suburbs. During college, she worked 
part time at the Block Museum of Art in Evanston, and 
she earned a master’s degree in education. She was look-
ing forward to becoming involved with the History Cen-
ter. Joanna was very supportive of our work here, and at 
each City Council meeting, she would read a list of an-
nouncements from the History Center. We were so for-
tunate to have her as a History Center member and on 
the board. 
 
From Rev. Dr. William G. Grice, III, History Center 
vice president: 
“Joanna was genuinely dedicated to serving the people of 
Des Plaines and the many organizations that contribute 
to the quality of life within the community. Her active 
involvement with the History Center—both as a History 
Center member and City Council representative—will 
always be greatly appreciated.” 

From Ellen Yearwood, History Center secretary: 
Joanna Sojka was an especially good liaison to the Des 
Plaines History Center Board because she showed up. 
Ald. Sojka was available for us to ask questions about the 
City Council whenever we needed to work with the 
council, and she was a friendly face when we represented 
the center at coun-
cil meetings. We 
really appreciated 
all her efforts to 
understand the 
center’s issues and 
help the council 
understand, too. 
 
From Elizabeth 
Makelim, History 
Center trustee: 
As the city liaison 
to the Des Plaines 
History Center, 
Joanna was a won-
derful advocate for 
us. She was also an 
enthusiastic partici-
pant in many of 
our events and activities, such as Jazz It Up! and Histori-
cal Adventures. I will miss seeing her at the History Cen-
ter’s events. I am so grateful that I got a chance to work 
with Joanna on the History Center board. Her love for 
Des Plaines was evident in everything she did. 

Joanna Sojka jumped right in and attended 
the Historic Adventures trip to the Polish 
Museum of America last March.  

by Thomas Baranski 
 

B ack in the days before World 
War II, the schools planned a 

day of fun for the school kids 
around Christmastime. It was an af-
ternoon of cartoons at the Des 
Plaines Theater; and as usual on 
school outings, we walked from 
Central School in lines two by two 
holding hands with our partner.   

   I don’t remember too much about 
the cartoons, but I am sure at least 
one of the Saturday serial suspense-
filled stories that theaters showed in 
those days was also included. 
(Remember Pauline tied to the rail 
tracks for the hero to save her?)  
   What I remember most is after the 
movies, the crush of 300 kids push-
ing and trying to exit from the thea-
ter’s three interior doors through the 

front doors while waiting for the 
little gift bags of candy to be passed 
out.   
   All of this came to an end with the 
start of WWII when all large gather-
ings of children were stopped for 
fear of an air raid. I would guess that 
1941 was the last of these long ago 
fun days.     

Send in or email your 200-word story to  
contact@desplaineshistory.org. 
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L ast issue, my article covered how 
museums handle your dona-

tions. When we accession something, 
it means that we take on legal and 
ethical ownership and will provide for 
its preservation and access on a per-
manent basis. However, “permanent” 
and “perpetuity” is not so simple. 
 
 One aspect of curating historic col-
lections is getting rid of some of the 
objects through “deaccessioning.” 
This process takes as much care as 
when the museum decides to acces-
sion anything. There is a vigorous 
process of determining if the object 
holds research potential, aesthetic 
value, or exhibit potential. Rest as-
sured that curators do not get rid of 
things just because they do not like 
them. There are three common rea-
sons for deaccessioning material. 
 
1) Duplication: If the museum holds 
more than one or two of any item, 
the curator must deaccession some of 
the duplicates for the sake of space 
and time spent conserving the materi-
als. Even if the objects are individual, 
such as two yearbooks having a dif-
ferent set of autographs, how much 
does that truly contribute to our 
knowledge? We are currently review-
ing duplicate yearbooks for possible 
deaccession. 
 
2) Poor condition: Everything falls 
apart. Period. Some objects will last 
for centuries, such as wooden furni-
ture or documents on vellum. Other 
material, such as dyed silk and pulp 
newspapers are literally turning into 
boxes of dust as you read this. Even-
tually, these materials deteriorate be-

yond use for exhibition or research. 
The History Center recently deacces-
sioned several articles of clothing that 
had deteriorated beyond use as well 
as a glass ashtray that was broken. 
These were destroyed. 
 
3) Outside of collections scope/
plan: The museum board and staff 
set guidelines for what materials to 
hold in its collections. The institu-
tion’s needs change over time, and 
the curator’s job is to make sure the 
collections contain what the museum 
needs and clear the collections of 
things that are not of use now and 
most likely will not be of use in the 
future. For example, our scope is lim-
ited to material created and/or used 
in Des Plaines with clear documenta-
tion of its use or such information 
inherent in the material. Basically, if 
we can’t tell a Des Plaines story with 
an object, its value to our museum is 
very small.  
 
 Deaccessions are voted on by the 
History Center board upon the rec-
ommendation of the curator. This is 
to make sure the curator is able to 
make a convincing case for the dis-
posing of historic materials. If materi-
al is deaccessioned, there are several 
methods of disposal. 
 
 Placing the objects in the educa-

tion collection for use in pro-
grams retains the historical mate-
rial in the museum but allows us 
to use it without concern for the 
physical integrity of the material 
on a permanent basis. What is 
better than children being able to 
pick up actual artifacts? 

 Giving the material to another 
educational institution develops 
its collections of historic material. 
Some material the History Center 
holds may better fit the scope of 
a museum in a neighboring com-
munity.  

 

 Sending the material to auction is 
the most common disposal. It 
comes with a special set of re-
sponsibilities since selling acces-
sioned material can create con-
flicts of interest. This is not a way 
to pay the bills. All proceeds from 
auctioning deaccessioned material 
goes into preserving the acces-
sioned collections or purchasing 
historic material to be acces-
sioned. 

 
 Destroying the material is per-

formed only when the physical 
condition is poor enough to rule 
out other methods of disposal. 

Joanna was a ‘wonderful advocate’ 

This old hat is an example of an article 
that has deteriorated over time and is no 
longer useful. 

Curator’s Corner: Deaccessioning  

by Philip Mohr 



 

6  Cobweb  FALL 2014    

 

Des Plaines History Center 
 
Officers: Tom Christiansen, 
President; Rev. Dr.  
William G. Grice, III, Vice 
President; Mark Thompson, 
Treasurer; Ellen Yearwood, 
Secretary; Elizabeth Makelim, 
Past President. 
 
Trustees: Jerry Berger, Agnes 
Czerech, Karen Kozenczak, 
Elizabeth Makelim, Arnold  
Miller, Carol Shannon 
Juanita Soong, MeLinda Ward. 
Don Miletic, Des Plaines Park 
District Liaison. 
 
Staff: Shari Caine, Executive 
Director; Philip Mohr, Curator; 
Sue Fox McGovern, Office  
Assistant/PR Coordinator. 

D uring the past few months, two fundraising efforts 
of the Des Plaines History Center raised a total of 

$15,063. On June 6 and 7 during its annual Tag Days 
weekend, more than a dozen volunteers stood in front of 
local stores or in the streets to collect donations for the 
History Center. Their work produced $1,883. 
 The other effort was for the Annual Half-Year Cam-

paign. Letters mailed to History Center members and 
friends in June brought in (to date) a total of $13,180. 
 Our deepest thanks and appreciation is expressed to all 
of our Tag Day volunteers and History Center donors 
who participated in these efforts. Your generosity 
strengthens the work of the History Center and enables it 
to fulfill its mission.  

Thank you to our volunteers, donors 

 

B equests from an estate, transferring property or investments, or assign-
ing a life insurance policy that is no longer needed to the Des Plaines 

History Center provides a lasting legacy for generations to come. If you are 
planning to update your estate or change your financial plans, the Des 
Plaines History Center sincerely invites you to consider making a lasting gift 
that will provide ongoing support for today and for years to come. For fur-
ther information about how to include the History Center in your estate or 
financial planning, please contact Executive Director Shari Caine at 847-391-
5399. Thank you for considering a lasting donation. As always, your financial 
support is deeply appreciated. 

Y our annual membership enables 
the History Center to develop 

and offer educational programs for 
people of all ages, archive artifacts 
pertinent to the history of Des 

Plaines, and preserve the rich cultural, 
social, and family heritages of our 
community. Each membership helps 
the History Center to fulfill its mis-
sion to reach out to the community 

by celebrating the past, cherishing the 
present, and embracing the future. If 
your membership needs to be re-
newed, please call the History Center 
at 847-391-5399 or stop by.  

Time to renew your membership? 

You can create a legacy 
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Visit the Des Plaines History Center online at  
 www.desplaineshistory.org, and be sure to check our digitiza-
tion project with the Des Plaines Public Library at 
www.desplainesmemory.org. 
 

Also see the Des Plaines History Center on Facebook and Twit-
ter.  “Conant Tweets” is the online Twitter feed from Augustus 
Conant’s 1830s diary. Go to  http://twitter.com/
conant_tweets/, and follow @conant_tweets. 

Thank You, Business Members! 
The following businesses and organizations are current 

members of the Des Plaines History Center.  

We appreciate your support! 
 

Accurate Auto Clinic 

Alpha Graphics 

Anderson Lock Company 

B.R.C. Heating & Cooling 

Brookdale Plaza of Des Plaines 

Choice Cut Landscaping, Inc. 

Choo Choo Restaurant 

Coldwell Banker, Juanita Soong 

Community Consolidated School District 62 

Condo Care, Inc. 

Des Plaines Elks Lodge 1526 

Des Plaines Garden Club 

Des Plaines Park District 

Des Plaines Rotary Club 

Michael Durbin, DDS, MS Orthodontist 

Edward Jones—Dan Chervenak 

Edward Jones—Scott Seifert 

First Congregational Church of Des Plaines 

Frisbie Senior Center 

G. L. Hills Funeral Home  

Historic Methodist Camp Ground 

Horton Chiropractic, Ltd. 

IAM Medical Billing, Schaumburg 

Illinois Association of the Swedenborg Church 

Maine Township 

Maine Township Highway Department 

Millennium Bank 

Our Lady of Hope Church, Rosemont 

Owl Hardwood Lumber 

R. C. Wahl Jewelers 

Self Help Closet & Pantry 

SS&G, Inc. 

Village Bank & Trust 

 

Become a Business Member today! Call 847-391-5399. 

 

Shop at the History Center 

 

 
 

 

 

 

KINDER HOUSE TOURS 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________ 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Des Plaines History Center 

collects, preserves, and interprets the history 
of Des Plaines and its people and provides access 

to those resources through exhibits, educational 
programs, and research facilities. 

 

The Des Plaines History Center gratefully 
acknowledges operating support from the City 
of Des Plaines, the Des Plaines Park District,  

its members, and other contributors. 

Did you know  
you can buy a  

GIFT MEMBERSHIP 
to the History Center 
for your loved ones?  

STOP IN  
AND PICK UP  
A PERFECT  
BIRTHDAY  
PRESENT  

OR STOCKING  
STUFFER! 



 

 

Address Service Requested 

 
If you enjoyed this issue but aren’t 

yet a History Center member, join today! 

For more information, call 847-391-5399. 

w w w . d e s p l a i n e s h i s t o r y . o r g  

 

 

RIGHT: COME STIR UP SOME HISTORY  

AT THE KINDER HOUSE! 
PHOTO BY STAN KOTECKI 


